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MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS: LEGAL VIOLATIONS 


Moacow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 5 Jul 8 > 2 


Article by Col Justice V. Guahchin, judge edvocate-inapector, candidate of laws: 
Prevent Accidentse--Coments of a Military Legal Specialiet”| 


{Text} The operator had done everything he could, but the heavy tra ked prime 
mover stubbomly refused to sove. it seemed to be pushing against som invisible 
berrier and slid relentiesely toward the ditch at the left side of the road. 
— it etruck a truck parked on the shoulder and plunged heavily into the 

toh. ... 


This is what ie knam in the beoks ae 4 traffic accident. it would be said that 
Private A. Kovalev, the driver, had lost control. But how could he have lost 
control’? He did everything he could, after all. Private A. Kovalev was only 
treined to drive trucks. This was hie first time at the controls of a tracked 
vehicle. The fact that he was assigned to make the ill-fated trip was nothing 
short of negligeace on the part of those in charge, primarily Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Bobylev. Those in charge had grossly violated regulations on permitting 
drivers to operate the transport equipment. 


it ie apparent that accidents can have far deeper widerlying causes than those 
indicated in the findings of sotor transport experts. This is why it is so 
important to combat traffic accidents and near accidents. 


Unbiased statistics indicate that drivers are at fault in almost three quarters 
of the accidents. The driver was the gost iaportant link in the chain of 
circumstances leading to the accident in which the vehicle went off the road. 
Thies is especially true in the ailitery, where powerful and complex vehicles are 
operated by young drivers. Unfortumate’,, it is impossible to avoid this 
situation. The characteristics of the equipsent are determined by tne demands of 
modern warfare, and the draft age accounts for the youth of the operators. 
Nonetheless, constant attention aust be given to the ailitary operator. F'ret of 
all, he sust fully possess the essential psychophysiological qualities of good 
health, rapid reaction, decisiveness, initiative, and so forth. This is why 
careful selection and thorough medical examination of “individuals aspiring to 
become drivers are the earliest seans of preventing future accidents. Despite 
this, we heve encountered frequent cases in which ailitery commissariats send 











youths to QJOGAAF @utor venicie schools without considering theee characteristics 
of the jobs they will be performing. For example, 4 medical examination of young 
drivers carried out at the suggestion of the judge advocate at one of the 
garrisons in the Far East Military District revealed that gore than /0 of the 
individuals examined were psychophystologicalily wmfit to operate vehicles, 


The operatore’ training has an espectaily large role in preventing violations of 
vehicle operation and maintenance rules. Third-classe specialists typicaliy have 
twice a8 gany accidents per 1,900 operators as do first=- and second-class drivers. 
in short, in all casee training the drivers and raising the clase ratings 
constitute one of the most iaportant taske of comaandere at 411 leveis. 


in the outstanding sotor transport subunits and mites all the diverse aeane of 
taising class ratings and improving skills are used for this purpose, including 
epecial classes, scientific and technical conferences, quizzes, summarizing and 
disseminating the best operators’ experience, analyzing the causes of accidents 
which do occur, working out recommendations for the prevention of motor vehicle 
accidents, and so forth. 


There have been no motor transport accidents for sore than four years in the 
military unit commanded by Lieutenant Colonel G. Sviridov. We can iear from the 
exeaplary organization and the motor transport service in general and from the 
work performed with vehicle operators and commanders in particular. Vehicle 
maintenance work in the unit is set up strictly according to the sanusis. A motor 
vehicle which has not been readied for the trip, and especiaily one in a state 

of disrepair or lacking the proper documents would never get through the gate at 
the technical control point. All personae! in charge in this unit's sotor trans- 
port service performed their service duties with a view to preventing any 
situation which could result in an accident. 


in addition to comeanders and those in charge in the gotor transport service, the 
Military Automotive [Inspection Service (VAI) also monitors the fulfiliments of 
requirements contained in manuals of the USSR Armed Forces, regulations, orders 
and directives aimed at insuring accident-free operation of the equipment and its 
wee for the purpose for which it was intended in accordance with established 
technical standards and rules. The VAI is charged with organizing and conducting 
measures to prevent sotor transport accidents in the forces by analyzing their 
causes and preconditions. 


The work of the VAi is not properiy organized in all cases, however. An inspec- 
tion of the VAI in one garrison by the judge advocate's office, for example 
disclosed that driver's licenses had been removed {rom “0 drivers by state sotor 
transport inspectors for various violations of traffic rules. The licenses had 
been held at the VAi for several gonths, and no steps had been taken against the 
guilty parties. 


However, Colonel O. Klimenko, garrison VAl comaander, had punched warning slips 
for incidents not involving violations of traffic regulations or rules governing 
the operation of transport equipment. These clear.y illegal acts resulted in 
justifiable complaints and, naturally, they did nothing to help develop discipline 
in the operators. 








Many viciationa of traffic and vehicle operation rules are still not being 
investigated. Fairly frequently the causes are not brought out and the guilty 
parties are not held accountable, Fictitious excerpts from nonexistent orders 
celling for the puntehment of operatore and officials are sometimes submitted to 
VAL offices. For example, Engineer-Captain A. Gordiyenko, a deputy unit commander, 
wrote up more than 10 such excerpts from mit orders, stating that violators of 
traffic regulations had been brought to account for their actions. in view of 

thie hareful practice it is no surprise that dur‘ne the past six sonthe alone 
drivers in this unit have committed gore than 60 violations of traffic discipline. 


Any deviation from the rules governing vehicle operation and maintenance and any 
lack of demandingness and principle can result in motor vehicle accidents--the 
damage or destruction of vehicles and death or injury to the people. in 
addition to this, any accident or catastrophe in the army may to some degree 
dierupt the work of the troops and lower their combat readiness. This not only 
illustrates the great public danger which results from this type of violation of 
regulations, it also makes the task of preventing them one of the important 
matters within the system of measures to aaintain the troops in — constant state 
of combat readiness. 
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AIRBORNE TROOPS: TACTICAL TRALNING DESCRIBED 


Raiding Actions in Enemy Rear 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 17 Jul 80 p 2 


[Article by Lt Gen K. Kurochkin, deputy commander of Airborne Troops: “In the 
Enesy's Rear Area] 


{[Text}) Raiding action tactics receive a great deal of attention 
in the practical combat training of the Airborne Troops. 
Exercises have shown this to be a difficult operation, 

one demanding good professional expertise, the ability to oper- 
ate independently and with initiative on the part of the com- 
manger, and a high level of training on the part of all 
personnel. i would like for all KRASNAYA ZVEZDA to describe 
the history of the development of raiding action tactics and 

of their specific characteristics in sodern combat.--From a 
speech delivered by Guards Major V. Panteleyev at a readers’ 
conference. 


The fighting around Moscow was in ite final stage. Army General G. Zhukov, com 
gander of the Western Front, decided to use an airborne landing operation to help 
the advancing forces rout the Cerman fascist troops near Vyaz'aa. 


On the night of 28 January 1942 he «, TB-38 took off from temporary airfields with 
an airborne landing force on boacd. They headed for Vyaz'aa. Forward detachments 
of the 8th Airborne Brigade were the first to land in the enesy's rear area. 

One of them was commanded by Guards Major A. Kobets. The personnel were rapidly 
assembled and the battalion set about performing the assigned aission: to sove up 
to the Vyaz'se-Saolensk highway and railway and seal thea of!. 


Upon reaching the designated points on the highway and railway Guards Major Kobets 
set up roadblocks. The airborne troops carefully concealed themselves, permitted 
s colum of Hitlerite vehicles to draw near and then destroyed it with a surprise 
atteck. 


This was the beginning of raiding actions by the largest corps-size airborne 
landing force of the Great Patriotic War. The corps consisted of the 8th, 9th 
and 214th Airborne Brigades and was commanded by Major General A. Kazaikin. 

















Despite great difficulties=-the ainimum quantity of artillery (primarily battalion 
mortars), limited ammunition, the absence uo! support from the front aviation and 
the hareh winter conditions--the airborne troops inflicted sajor losses in person- 
nel and equipment upon the fasciatse on the Vyae'na axis. 


For five monthe the alrhorme Croopa engaged to flerce flghtiog with the enemy's 
regular torces, in tact they created an active, saoving front in the enemy's 
rear area. Carrying out raids as they went, liberating tore than 290 communities 
end destroying around 17,000 Hitlerites, the main forces of the 4th Airborne 
Corps, together with Lieutenant General P. Belov's cavalry, penetrated the enemy's 


defenses od on 23 June arrived in the deplovment area of unite of the Wester 
Front's 10th Army. 


The raiding actions carried out by the airborne troops varied. They depended 
upon the combat missions and the conditions under which the missions were 
performed. The airborne troops would outflank enemy strong pointe, find weak 
spots on the defended axes and sectors and take advantage of gaps between 
groupings of fascist forces. If an attempt failed they would ewitch their effort 
to a new axis. As they carried out the raids the airborne troops interacted 
closely with cavalry units and took advantage of help from pertisans. 


Maneuve r-attack-maneuver--these interlinked battle elements formed a sort of 
model and the basis of raid action tactics. 


Raids have a large role and are highly important in moder combat as well. This 
is due to the very nature of Ge combined-arms battle--its great mobility and 
intensity, its increased territorial scope and the rapid rate of advance 


The new equipment anc weapons being received by the forces are having a consider- 
able effect upon raid action tactics. Units and subunits of the Airborne Troops 
are now outfitted not only with advanced automatic small-ares but also with highly 
effective systems for inflicting fire damage upon the enewy, reliable antitank 

and anti-aircraft target systems, and reliable communication facilities. Suffice 
it to say that the fire power and maneuverability of the subunits were increased 
more than 2-fold over the prewar capability simply by outfitting the troops with 
airborne combat vehicles (BMD), which have good armor protection, a good cross- 
country ability and a long operating range. 


These changes have increased the tactical independence of units and subunits of 
the Airborne Troops, their mobility and self-sufficiency. This makes it possible 
to conduct combat operations at great depth, to attack the enemy unexpectedly 
from the march and to capture or destroy with relatively small forces airfields, 
control posts and headquarters, nuclear missile installations and importsnt enemy 
lines of communication. 


During Last year's “Neman” exercises, for example, an airborne (parachute) 
battalion commanded by Guards Captain L. Arshinov, landed in the “enemy's” rear 
erea and carried out a raid to reach another area, forestalling the opponent in 
the occupation of a strategically advantageous line. The swift attack, the 
element of surprise and close interaction with fire support helicopters predeter- 
mined the outcome of che battle. 











One of the characteristics of raids is the civersity of combat operations, Withia 
a brief period of time the subunite will have to pursue the enemy, conduct a 
Meeting engagement, switch a defense and withetand attacks to move to new and gore 
advantageous lines. Commando-type actions, amined obstacles, raids (nalety) and 
ambushes will be extensively employed. 


The enemy, of course, will do everything possibie to pin down, seal off and 
destroy the airbome landing force. It is with good reason then that the most 
important demand made of a paid is for concealment and speed in maneuvering. 

it must provide for prompt and complete utilization of the effects of the 
artillery strike and air attacks, the rapid negotiation or bypassing of areas of 
devastation by the subunite, and a buildup of combat efforts on the crucial axes. 


Modern combat will not tolerate routine actions, and such actions in the enemy's 
rear are doubly dangerous. We need to emphasize the fact that the success of a 
raid depends upon a high level of creative action, a quest for original tactical 
procedures, resourcefulness and common sense on the part of the commander. in 
one case the enemy has to be attacked and destroyed frow the garch, while in 
another situation it will be necessary to detour around the eneay, to declic® 
battle in order to deliver a sudden swift attack where the enemy does not expect 
it. 


As a rule, limited time is available to set up a raid, but this in no way makes it 
permissible to neglect che organization of interaction and support for the raid 
or che setting up of the battle formation. The possibility that the enemy will 
employ aircraft and means of sass destructicn, sabotage, ambushes and barriers 
makes this matter especially urgent. 


Stable control and precise interaction wich attached subunits, including the fire 
support helicopters which frequently assist the airborne landing group, are 
especially important. The importance of etable communications also increases. 
Success is achieved by the commander who responds rapidly, without hesitation to 
changes in the situation, who explains the missions to the subunits briefly and 
precisely. 


We should underscore the fact that the success of a raid depends greatly upon the 
organization of party-political work and the focus and concreteness with which it 
is conducted, taking into account the type of combat operations involved. 


The history of tactics contains numerous examples of a skillfui, thoroughly 
conceived approach to the drilling of subunits .or a raid. I recall an exercise 
involving the landing of a certain Guards airborne (dacachute) regiment. The 
battalion commanded by Guards Captain A. Kinzerskiy was landed in a mountain area 
and during the course of the battle was instructed to capture an “enemy” crossing. 


Guards Captain Kinzerskiy made plans to reach the target at night by way of 
mountain roads. Although this was a difficuit route it provided the greatest 
assurance of traveling without detection. The company commanded by Guards Senior 
Lieutenant Yu. Monakhov was assigned the mission of detouring and approaching the 
flank of the “enemy” defending the crossing. 








The absence of complete information on the defenses prevented the commander trom 
apecifically defining the missions. Aside from the column's order of march, 
only the start lines aod axes of the attack were indicated. The stake was on 
determination and speed of action. 


Subsequent events confirmed the correctness of this. Upon reaching the river and 
failing to find sloping banks from which to enter S@ water Guards Senior 
Lieutenant Monakhov decided to risk forcing the water barrier from the steep bank. 
It was a risk, unquestionably, but a justified one, based upon confidence in the 
ekill and courage of the driver=-mechanics and the combat capabilities of the 
airborne combat vehicles. 


The commander's vehicle wa. che first to “plunge” into the water. It disappeared 
beneath the water for an instanc, but it immediately surfaced «.d set out rapidly 
for the opposite bank. The others rushed in behind it. 


At dawn Guarda Senior Lieutenant Monakhov's men began attacking the flank in 
accordance with the battalion commander's concept. Sensing the danger of a break- 
through by the airborne :roops on this sector, the “enemy” launched a counter 
attack, removing part of the forces from other sectore of the defene for this 
purpose. 


During this time the main battalion forces carried out a conventional attack and 
set out for the crossing st great speed. The outcome of the battle was determined 
in a matter of minutes. 


I could describe many such examples. i want especially to focus attention upon 
the fact that the path to success in operations conducted in the enewy's rear area 
lies in combating simplification and routine in the day-to-day training. A great 
deal also rests upon the teamwork of the small subunits, the field and special 
training of the airborne ‘roops and their ability to operate with daring, 
boldness and determination. 


Unfortunately, some commanders and headquarters create an insufficiently dynamic 
ground and air situation when they work out the concept for a tactical exercise. 
Simple missions are assigned and the enemy is small and passive. A raid sometimes 
essentially consists of the march alone. As a result neither the commanders nor 
their men acquire the skills necessary for carrying out raiding actions or receive 
@ true understanding of the nature and the characteristics of such actions. 


In one exercise the battalion commanded by Guards Captain A. Matsuvev had to carry 
out a raid a long distance away. And what happened? The combat vehicles arrived 
at the designated area precisely om schedule. On the trip, however, as it tured 
out, they had not once been attacked by the “enemy,” had not repelled any air 
attacks and had not destroyed any of the enemy with their own forces. It was 
learned that simplified exercises had been conducted there previously. This sort 
of thing is not to be tolerated, of course. 


Readiness for highly mobile actions in the enemy's rear area is an important 
indicator of the cohesiveness of subunits and units of the Airborne Troops and of 








their level of mobiiity and combat readiness. To study the tact cs of raiding 
actions and to perfect them in every reapec: in classes and exercises in the 
course of flight training i* to raise the combat readiness and the field training 
of the Airborne Troops to a new and higher level. 


Airbormme Troops: iL-76 In Service 
Moscow KRYL'YA RODINY in Russian No 8, Aug 60 pp 3-4 


[Article by Le Gen N. Gua'kov, deputy commander of Airborne Troops: “Fighting 
Men of the ‘Winged Guard’”) 


(cxcerpts! “The Central Committee can assure the So et 
people that we have everything we need to repel any 

military acts of provocation. The peaceful future of the 
Soviet state is insured, and reliably insured."--L.!. Srezhnev 


i recall once attending an exercise which included an airborne landing operatic 
An amazing sight! it made an indelible impression even upon me, a person who had 
been around, as they say. 


.. High-speed military transport planes--the famous An-22 ("“Anctey") and [1-76, 

the latest word in aircraft design--swept over the area. Now they were on the 
operational flieht course, and the skies suddenly became crowded with the white 
canopies of parachutes. Heavy combat equipment--guns and vehicles--approached the 
ground. The whire canopies were bearing fighting gen and commanders of the 
winged Guards to earth. If necessary, they would advence like an uncontrolied 
avalanche into battle against ary enemy which might dare to encroach upon the 
peacefui lLabot of our homeland. Their attack is powerful and invincible. 


With respect to the weapons and combat equipment with which today's Airborme Troops 
are outfitted, they cannot be compared with either the equipment used during the 
wart or that of the first postwar years. Such enormous changes have occurred in 
the armament and equipment, as well as the comb.t employment of the troops, that 
we can rightly speak of a real revolution in military affairs as a whole and in 

the Airborne Troops in particular. 


The above was confirmed by the assault landing exercises “Dnepr.” “Dvina,” “Yug,” 
"Vesna-75" and “Shchit-79"..., which are now a part of our history. The combat 
capabilities of the Airborne Troops and our views on their combat employment were 
tesced in all these exercises and maneuvers. Thev measure up to the present level 
of military science and art. 


Our awesome combat equipment and most advanced weapons are the product of Soviet 
designing, the creation of our engineers and the priceless hands of the workers. 
They are physical evidence of the truly enormous paternal concern constantly 
shown by our Leninist Communist Party for the development an! improvement of the 
Airborne Troopa. All these troops--from the commander to the private--express the 
most profound filial grat tude to the party for this concern. 








This gratitude haa taken concrete form in the intense @ilitary work begun by the 
Airpormme Troops this anniversary year at the training flelds, firing grounds, 
ranges and airfields, All the officers, warrant officers, sergeants and soldiers 
thie year are working in the shock=labor manner, in the Leninist way, Lt te the 
sirborte fighters who are the greatest treasure and pride of the Alrbome Troops. 
Almost aii the officers and generale are communiete, and wore than 80 percent of 
the soldiers and sergeants are Komeomol members. Infinitely devoted to the home- 
land, always prepared to fulfill with honor an order from the party and government, 
and with @ perfect mastery of th |) weapons and combat equipment=<thie is haw the 
Soviet people regard the airborne ‘ighters, fighting en of the “winged Guard,” 
the men in the blue berets, 


The political avareness, stamina, good worale and fighting efficiency of our 
soldiers, sergeants and officers have been confirmed in action sore than once, 
They have now been confirmed once again, in Afghanietan, where 4 limited number of 
Soviet troops were sent at the invitation of Babrak Karmal's government=~to 
provide fraternal assistance to protect the conquests of the revolution against 
—— agareaalon instigated by the American imperialists and their Chinese 
accomplices. 


In the course of my service | have known gany of the airborne fighterse--commanderm, 
chiefs and political workers=-true masters of their jobs with infinite love for 
their heroic ailitary profession. Officers ™. Arabin, Ye. Otlivanchik and 

V. Lyakhov, like many of their fellow soldiers, are active in the development and 
mastery of airborne landing equipment and of new types of military air transporte, 
and have produced sany valuable proposale for tmproving the airborne landing 


technology and equipment. 


And when it has been necessary, the communtets, veterans of the Airborne Troops, 
have been out front, demonstrating outstanding personal courage and heroisn. I 
recall the time a very difficult parachute drop had to -e made during the testing 
of the new 11-76. The gost experienced instructors in the airborne training, 
officere and commumists, were selected to make the jump. The group was headed by 
officer Ye. 5. Otlivanchik, The teste were eucceseful, 


COPYRIGHT: “Kryl'ya rodiny” 1980 
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DRESS CODE: NEW ORCREE 


Moscow SOBRANTYE POSTANOVLENTY PRAVITEL'STVA SOVYUZA SOVETSKIKH SOTSTALISTICHESKIEN 
RESPUBLIQ in Russian No 1, 1980 p 7 


[Decree of the USSR Council of Ministers] 


[Text] 3: Gn Prohibiting the Wearing of Uniforms and Insignia Similar or 
Identical to the Uniform and the Insignia Worn by Military Personnel of the USSR 
Armed Forces 


The USS® Council of Ministers hereby decrees: 


1. That ministries, state committees and departments of the USSR, Union and 
autonomous republics are forbidden to adopt for biue- and white-collar vorkers 
uniforms and insignia similar or identical to wmiform and insignia worn by 
ailitary personnel of the USSR Armed Forces. 


That it be established that if it becomes necessary to adopt uniforms and insignia 
for certain categories of bive- and white-collar workers or to make changes in 

the present uniform and insignia, proposals on the matter are to be submitted to 
the USSR Council of Ministers after receiving preliainary approval of such 
proposals from the Ministry of Defense. 


2. That Decree No 2056 passed by the USSR Sownarkom on 14 September 1935 (SZ USSR, 
fo 51, 1935, Article 425) be declared no longer in effect. 


Chairean, USSR Council of Ministers, 
A. Kosygin 


Administrator of Af‘aire, USSR Council 
of Ministers, 


M. Sairtyukov 
Moscow, The Kremlin, 22 November 1979, No 1039 
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Moscow SOBRANTYE POSTANOVLENTY PRAVITEL'STVA SOYUZA SOVETSKIKH SOTSIALISTI CHRSKIKH 
RESPUBLIK in Russian No 16-17, 1980 p 395 Article 102 


[Decree of the UBSR Council of Ministers) 


{Text} 102: On Further leproving Pensions, Material and Personal-Service 
Provisions for Dissbled Veterans of the Patriotic War and the Pamilies of 
Servicemen Killed at the Front. 


The USSR Council of Ministers hereby decrees: 
1. That it be recognized as appropriate: 


a) To grant pensions for loss of breadwinner to the wives of servicemen killed at 
the front, regardless of whether they were being supported by the deceased service- 
man and regardless of when they reach old age or when they become disabled; 


b) To grant full pensions to pensioned servicemen and individuals receiving 
pensions for lose of 4 serviceman-breadwinner, without the 15 percent reduction 
specified for pensioners permanently residing in rural areas and involved in 
agriculture. 


That a draft ukase on theese sattere be submitted to the Presidius of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet. 


2. That it be established that disabled Patriotic War veterans in group | are at 
their request to be paid the sum of 6) rubles ance every two years in liew of a 
trip to 4 sanatoriu@e or 4 rest center. 


That sonetary payment for 1980-1981 be made in 1981. 


Chairman, USSR Council of Ministers, 
A. Kosygin 


Administrator of Affaire, USSR Coumcil of 
Ministers, 


M. Sai rtyukov 
Moscow, The Kremlin, 26 May 1980, Ho 4610 
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SOVIET POREIGN POLICY. PRACE-LOVING NATURE STRESSED 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 3-48 


[Article by Docent and Candidate of Historical Sciences, Col K. Tikhoobrazov: ‘The 
Struggle of the CPSU for Peace and Security of Nations"’| 


‘Text) The peace-loving foreign policy of the Soviet state derives from the very 
essence of socialism. Socialism and peace are inseparable. The real tunities 
of preventing wars between peoples arose precisely with the victory of Great 
October Socialist Revolution. 


in the first law of the just-born Soviet power, the Peace Decree, the belligerents 
were pressed to accept an immediate peace without annexation or indemnities. The 
decree established new relations between states. It prociaimed the principle of 
peace, friendship and respect for aii nations regardiess of their political and 
economic importance on the international scene. 





"We reject all points about plunder and violence,” pointed out V. i. Lenin, “but we 
happily accept a1] points which include conditions of good neighbors and economic 
agreements, and these we cannot reject."' Even the first documents of Soviet power, 
in essence, proclaimed ideas about the possibility of peaceful coexistence of a 
socialist country with the capitalist states. But the imperialists, and primarily 
Germany, England, France, the United States and Japan, dissatisfied with the very 
fact of the appearance of a Soviet republic, with the peace-loving foreign policy 
of the new state and its withdrawal from the imperialist war, began an overt mili- 
tary intervention against the Soviet nation. 


The Communist Party and the Soviet government in this difficult situation undertook 
every measure to create 4 powerful Red Army, to defend the victories of October, to 
split the anti-Soviet imperialist front, to achieve peaceful relations with the 
capitalist countries, and begin building socialism, The Soviet nation in its 
foreign policy was guided by the principle of peaceful coexistence between states 
with different social systems, and this presentiy underlies Soviet foreign policy. 


However the predatory nature of imperialism has forced the Soviet Union to be con- 
stantiy on guard and to keep its powder dry. V. I. Lenin pointed out: “It must 
be remembered that we are always a hair's breadth away from invasion. We will do 
everything in our power to prevent this calamity.’ For this reason, in defending 
the peace policy, our party strengthened the economic might of the Soviet nation, 
increased its defense capability and created a powerful Army and Navy. 
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At the end of the 1920's and the beginning of the 1950's, the capitalist world ex: 
perienced 4 severe economic crisis which intensified the contradictions between the 
imperialists in the struggle for the apportionment of colonies, for willing markets, 
sources of faw Materials and military springboards, The way out of this situation 
was seen by the imperialist circles in strengthening preparations for a new war, 
primarily against the USSR. 


Under the conditions of 4 threat of world war, the Soviet Union, in strengthening 
its defense might, made a number of rtant initiatives aimed at preserving peace 
and lessening international tension. in 1932, at the Geneva Disarmament Conference, 
the USSR proposed a program of universal and full disarmament and a draft for maxi- 
mum reduction in weapons as 4 first step on the way to this goal. The Soviet govern- 
ment proposed the complete destruction of the most aggressive types of weapons 
(tanks, super long-range artillery, bomber aviation, and chemica) and bacteriologi- 
cal weapons, and so forth). 


In 1936, our nation was one of the first in the League of Nations to favor the cre- 
ation of a arotee of collective security against fascist aggression. However the 
efforts of the USSR were not supported, since the imperialist states were carrying 
out 4 policy of “nonintervention” and encouragement of the aggressors. “History,” 
pointed out L. I. Brezhnev, “has harshly punished the ‘conciliators' who rejected 
all the p ais of the Soviet government about a collective rebuff to the fascist 
aggressors.” 


During the years of the Great Patriotic War, the Communist Party and the Soviet 
government continued to carry owt an active foreign policy, working to consolidate 
the antifascist front of peoples, providing help to the patriotic forces of the 
Nazi-occupied European countries, for the opening up of a second front by England 
and the United States, and for creating optimum international conditions for the 
most rapid completion of the war and the establishing of a lasting democratic post- 
war peace. The Soviet Union made an important contribution to the founding of the 
United Nations. 


The postwar period was characterized by the formation of new socialist countries 
The socialist system, with its constantly growing economic and defense potential, 
became a center of natural attraction for ail the peace-loving forces in the world, 
The strong national liberation ovement led to the elimination of the colonial sys- 
tem of imperialism and to the formation of around 100 independent states. A majori- 
ty of them supports the peace-loving policy of the USSR, and follows a path of non- 
aifgement and noninvolvement in the aggressive military blocs. 


The international communist and workers movement which has become stronger in the 
postwar era has made 4 major contribution to the cause of strengthening peace. A 
greater role has been played by the mass antiwar movement in the various countries 
and all peace-loving forces who defend universal peace and international security. 
The Communist Party and the Soviet government have structured their foreign policy 
considering these fundamental changes. 


Even in 1946, the USSR proposed to the UN 4 program for 4 universal reduction in 
weapons and the banning of atomic weapons. The Peoo «'s Democracies and the pro- 
gressive forces of the entire world strongly supp the USSR in its initiatives. 
During these years, for the purposes of lessenin, national tension, the USSR 
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submitted proposals te the United Nations of halting imperialist intervention in 
Greece and indonesia and on pulling English and French troops out of Syria and 
Lebanon, it raised the question of the stationing of UN troops on the territory of 
a number of countries which had not been in the blee of fascist states during the 
period of World War Ii, 


The imperialist circles of the Western count: ics, and primarily the United States, 
in contrast to the peaceful Soviet proposais, developed a "Cold War" against all 
revolutionary and progressive forces of the world, and this for a jong time poison- 
ed the international atmosphere and en'taiied an unrestrained arms race in the capi- 
talist countries and the putting together of aggressive military biocs. Thus, 
NATO was created in 1949, and SEATO in 1954. in May 1955, West Germany became a 
member of NATO. 


Under a situation of the "Cold War," and in response to the aggressive actions of 
the imperialists, the CPSU and the Soviet government were forced to increase vigi- 
lance and show particular concern for strengthening the defense capability of the 
nation. in September 1949, the U.S. monopoly of atomic weapons was eliminated, and 
in 1955, our scientists developed the hydrogen bomb. The Soviet Army and Navy re- 
ceived nuclear missile weapons and more advanced military equipment in May 1955, 
as 4 counterweight to NATO, Bulgaria, Albania, Hungary, the GDR, Poland, Romania, 
the USSR and Czechoslovakia formed the Warsaw Pact.“ All of this contributed to a 
significant rise in the defense might of the USSR and the entire socialist system, 
and strengthened their positions on the international scene. 


From the moment of its creation up to the present, the Warsaw Pact has reliably 
served the interests of peace and socialism. its Political Consultative Committee 
has made numerous various proposals on the strengthening of peace and security in 
Burope. These have been refiected in the decisions of major international forums 
and approved international treaties. ® 





Over the last 2 decades, imperialism has repeatedly endeavored to complicate the 
international situation, unleash an aggressive war against individual states, and 
block the peaceful proposals of the USSR and the other countries of the socialist 
commonwealth. Due to the decisive actions of the USSR and the fraternal socialist 
countries, the aggression by the American imperialists against Cuba and Vietnam was 
turned back, freedom was won in Laos and Kampuchea, the Czechoslovak people were 
supported in the defense of socialism, the prerequisites were created for a stable 
peace and cooperation among states in Europe, and the hostile actions of China 
against Vietnam were thwarted. Our country aiso helped to defend the national in- 
dependence and revolutionary victories of the peoples of Angola, Ethiopia and other 
states. 


An important event in international life was the Conference on Buropean Security and 
Cooperation held in Helsinki in 1975 upon the initiative of the Warsaw Pact states. 
its Final Act defined the basic principles for relations among the 55 states of 
Europe, the United States and Canada. They correspond to the principles of peace- 
ful coexistence between states with different social systems and which were advanced 
by V. I. Lenin. The USSR and the countries of the socialist commonwealth are fight- 
ing decisively for their unswerving observance by ail the countries which signed 
this document. 
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in carrying out à peace-loving foreign policy. the USSR has always and is prov.d) g 
effe tive aid to the revolutionary liberation sovement of peoples In this regan 
it is wise to remind certain leaders in the -apitalist countries and their ideologi- 
cal hangers-on who have created such 4 stir over the so-called "Afghan question,” 
that some 60 years ago, upon the initiative of V. I. Lenin, good neighbor relat one 
began to be established between our state and Afghanistan. During the years of 
intervention and the Civil War, Soviet Russia supported the Afghan people in their 
st le for independence and was the first in 1919 to recognize the sovereignty 
of this country, in accord with the Treaty of Friendship, Good Neighborliness and 

ration concluded in December 1974, and in response to repeated requests by the 
Af government, the Soviet Union introduced a limited troop contingent on Afghan 
territory for repelling foreign aggression. 


At the beginning of the 1970's, the USSR, Cogether with the fraternal socialist 
countries, continued to work for implementing the policy of peaceful coexistence 
with countries of different social systems and for reducing international tension, 
and noes to hait the arms race and to achieve universal and complete disarma- 
ment. is policy was reflected in the Peace Frogram approved at the 24th CPSU 
Congress and was further developed in the decisions of the 25th Party Congress. 
",,.The program,” said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, “pointed to a real way to eliminate 
the Coid War, and set clear tasks in the struggle to move from the danger of wars 
to peaceful cooperation.”’ 


Upon the initiative of the USSR and the other socialist countries, numerous UN reso- 
lutions were worked out and approved, and a number of bilatera! and multilateral 
treaties and agreements were signed aimed at maintaining peace and preventing a 
worldwide nuclear missile war and local wars between states. These inciude: the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (1968), the treaty on prohibiting the deployment of 
these weapons and other types of weapons of mass destruction on the floor of Seas 
and oceans (1971), the Convention on — the Development, Production and Stock- 
piling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxic Weapons and Their Destruction 
(1972), a temporary agreement between the USSR and United States on certain measures 
in the area of restricting strategic offensive weapons (1972), the agreement between 
the USSR and France on preventing the accidental and unsanctioned use of nuclear 
weapons (1976), and others. The USSR has established and maintains diplomatic and 
trade relations with more than 130 countries of the world, and has concluded vari- 
ous agreements and treaties with many of them. There are more than 50 between the 
USSR and the United States alone." 


In describing the results of the party's activities to carry out the Peace Program, 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in replies to a PRAVDA correspondent erphasized: ".. The 
main thing that we have succeeded in doing is precisely to break out of the tragic 
cycle: world war--a brief breathing space of peace--and a new world war.”'? 


At the end of the 1970's and the beginning of the 1980's, the international situa- 
tion in the world became noticeably gore complex. The imperialist circles and the 
leaders of the NATO military bioc, and primarily the United States, in endeavoring 
to check the objective process of the renewal of the world, have carried out 4 
policy of strengthening the arms race, undertaking provocations against the social- 
ist and other independent states, of greater militaristic activities by NATO and 
broadening its functions as 4 tool of imperialist dictatorship. in endeavoring to 
justify their policy aimed at undermining detente, the U.S. aggressive circles have 
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ufieashed a broad anti-Soviet campaign over events in Afghanistan, and are carrying 
out 4 number of measures permeated by a "Cold War" spirit, and by a disregard for 
the fundamental long-term interests of peace and a lessening of international ten- 
sion, Upon a decision of the U.S. Senate, the quest.on of ratifying the Sait-2 
Treat, was deferred, and economic, scientific-technical and cultural ties with the 
Soviet Union were curtailed, The governments of the United States and certain NATO 
countries have set out on 4 policy of increasing the arms race and raising military 
budgets. The United States has forced on its NATO partners a decision to deploy 
new huciear Missiles in @ number of the Western European countries, it 18 continu- 
ing to threaten intervention in iran, it is supplying weapons, training and helping 
to send counterrevolutionary bands into Afghanistan. The CPSU Central Committee, 
having reviewed the results of the meetings of t.e leaders of the fraternal parties 
and states in the Crimea in July-August 1980, emphasized that « political settlement 
to the situation in Afghanistan would help to improve the world political climate, 
However, “the United States as weil as China are creating obstacies to this, and 
they, using primarily Pakistan for these purposes, are artificially increasing ten- 
sion over Afghanistan." ° 


The hegemonistic policy and militaristic course of the Maoists have aiso played an 
important role in exacerbating international tension. Their rabid hostility to the 
Soviet Union and the countries of the socialist commonwealth is supported in the im- 
perialist circles of a number of countries, and above ai! the United States. "The 
partnership of imperialism and Beijing hegemonism," states the Decree of the June 
(1989) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, “represents a new dangerous phenomenon 
in world politics, a dangerous one for all mankind, including for the American and 
Chinese peoples."!! Beijing has long viewed the USSR as the “number one enemy,” 
and has endeavored to put together “the broadest united front" with the participa- 
tion of the imperialists and reactionaries of sii hues for fighting against our 
country and the entire socialist commonwealth, ond against the developing countries, 
where revolutionary democratic changes are being implemented. 


In this complex international situation, the C’PSU Centrai Committee and the Soviet 
government, without giving in to the provocations and at the same time rebuffing 

the imperialist claims, have shown truly Leninist restraint, firmness and loyalty to 
principles, and have consistentiy defended and carried out 4 policy of maintaining 
peace and ensuring international security. This can be seen from their new propo- 
sais worked out in May 1980 at a meeting of the Political Consuitative Committee of 
the Warsaw Pact States and set forth in the Declaration. 


The Pienum of the CPS! Central Committee which was held on 25 June 1980, on the re- 
port of the member of the Politburo of the CSU Central Committee and the USSR Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs A. A. Gromyko, approved the Decree "On the International 
Situation and Foreign Policy of the Soviet Union.” This decree emphasises that 

the party will steadfastiy continue the course of the 24th and 25th congresses of 
the greatest possible strengthening of the fraternai union of the socialist states, 
it will support the just struggle of the peopies for freedom and independence, of 
peaceful coexistence, the halting of the arms race, the maintaining and development 
of international detente, as well as mutually advantageous cooperation in the eco- 
nomic, scientific and cultural areas. 


At the same time the plenum pointed out that the intrigues of the enemies of peace 
require constant vigilance and the greatest possible strengthening of our state's 
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economic capability, a8 well as greater combit readiness of the Army and Navy ®o as 
to thwart the plans of imperialism which is  triving for military superiority and 
the dictating of terms to the world, 


In order to put an end to the arms race, the Soviet Union has come forward with 
major initiatives, having proposed without delay to start talks on medium-range 
nuclear missile weapons in Lurope in organic relation to the American nuc.ear for. 
ward based weapons. The USSR has made specific proposals at the talks to reduce 
armed forces and weapons in Central Lurope considering the position of the Western 
participants at these talks, The proposals of the USSR and the fraternal soc alist 
countries were approved by the international community and have been viewed a» con- 
vincing proof of the purposeful activities in the defense of peace. ‘We are loyal 
to the Peace Program proposed by the 24th and 25th congresses of our party," pointed 
out Comrade L. I, Brezhnev, ‘For this reason, at present, in the 1980's, as before 
in the 1970's, we are in favor of the strengthening and not the destruction of 
detente, We are in favor of reducing and not increasing weapons. We are for the 
coming together and mutual understanding between peoples, and not for artificial 
alienation and hostility."'® All attempts by American imperialisw and its supporters 
to alter the balance of forces on the international scene, to thwart detente and to 
check the course of history are doomed to defeat. 


The Leninist peace-loving foreign policy has been, is and will be a policy of the 
active defense of the peace and security of peoples. In steadfastly carrying it out, 
the Communist Party at the same time is concerned with the strengthening of the de- 
fense might of the nation and increasing the combat readiness of its Armed Forces. 
These two areas in the activities of the CPSU are organically combined and are in- 
separable. Under the conditions of the greater aggressiveness of imperialism, peace 
must be defended. The policy of peace has nothing in common with pacifism. The 
USSR and the countries of the socialist commonwealth have always acted and are act- 
ing on the side of those who are waging a just, liberation struggle. The USSR and 
the fraternal socialist countries are not seeking military superiority over the 

NATO bloc, but also cannot permit such superiority over themselves by the United 
States and its allies. Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has clearly stated: “We are not 
about to weaken our defenses when confronted with the growing military might of 
imperialism, regardiess of what dcemagogic arguments are used to cover up the appeals 
for this. This would have irret-ievable consequences both for the cause of social- 
ism and for the cause of the liberty and independence of peopies."'? 


In preparing to celebrate its 26th Congress, our party, as Comrade L. |. Brezhnev 
said in a speech at the Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee held on 21 October 
1980, is moving “in close unity with the people, with a clear program of actions in 
the area of domestic and foreign policy.”’“ The peoples of the USSR and the fra- 
ternal socialist countries are fully determined to even further strengthen the al- 
liance of our armies, and to increase their military might and combat readiness, 
the basis for effectively carrying out Lenin's peace-loving foreign policy 


FOOTNOTE S 
V. I. Lenin, PSS Complete Collected Works), Vol 35, p 20. 


2Ibid., Vol 44, pp 296-297. 
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‘L, 1, Brezhnev, "Leninskim Kursom' |By the Leninist Course!, Voi 1, Moscow, 
Politizdat, 1970, p 122. 


“Albania has not participated in the work of the Warsaw Pact since 1962, and in 
September 1968, unilaterally abrogated the treaty. 


AXot in text, } 


"See "Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS" (Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress), Moscow, 
Politizdat, 1976, p &. 
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WARTIME OPERATIONS: PREOFFENSIVE INTELLIGENCE WORK 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 17-22 


[Article published under the heading "The Great Patriotic War" by Doctor of Military 
Sciences, Maj Gen R. Simonyan: "From the Experience of Conducting Reconnaissance 
During the Preparatory Period and in the Course of a Frontal Offensive Operation"; 
passages in italics printed in boldface) 


(Text) During the entire history of wars, reconnaissance has had a constant and 
important influence on the course and outcome of a battle, an operation and the war 
as a whole. For this reason the art of organizing and conducting it has been con- 
tinuously improved, particularly during the years of the Great Patriotic War. Much 
that was worked out then by theory and tested out on the battlefields has maintain- 
ed its value also under present-day conditions. 





The given article is aimed at briefly taking up certain questions in the conduct of 
reconnaissance in the first Belorussian Front (Commander, Mar SU G. K. Zhukov) dur- 
ing the Berlin Offensive Operation (16 April-8 May 1945), where use was made of the 
rich experience of reconnaissance activities of the troops and staffs as acquired 
and creatively assimilated during the war years. 


The conducting of reconnaissance during the preparatory perici of the operation 
assumed a broad scope. Operational reconnaissance conducted 1,800 reconnaissance 
sweeps, and captured 1,400 prisoners and seized 2,000 various enemy documents. For 
around-the-clock observation, the troops of the front set up a dense network of ob- 
servation posts which had direct communication with the staffs of their units and 
formations. In the zones of the Sth Assault Army and the 8th Guards Army alone 
(commanders, Col Gens N. E. Berzarin and V. [. Chuykov), there were 1,800 of them, 
not counting the company and battalion ones.' The density of observation posts per 
kilometer was more than 80 units. At the divisional, corps and army posts, staff 
officers were on duty around the clock. For the purposes of increasing the depth 
of reconnaissance, extensive use was made of sending well-trained reconnaissance 
groups into the enemy positions. As a result operational reconnaissance had made 

a rather detailed study of ail the enemy groupings within the limits of the main de- 
fensive zone. By the start of the operation, it had acquired complete data on the 
fighting strength and formations of the fascist formations which were on the defen- 
sive in the first echelon. Along with engineer reconnaissance, it also established 
the particular features of the structure of the Oder Neisse Defensive Line. 
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Artillery reconnaissance and observation were carried out by 16 reconnaissance ar- 
tillery battalions, of which |] operated in the sector of the main thrust in the 
battie formations of the troops occupying the bridgehead on the western bank of the 
Oder River, that is, on a 22-km sector of the 175-km tone of the front Thus, ina 
gector comprising just 12.5 percent of the tone of the front's offensive, up to 69 
percent of che reconnaissance artillery battalions was concentrated, 


Air reconnaissance. During the period of preparing for the operation, the aviation 
of the front carried out 2,580 reconnaissance aircraft sorties. The entire system 
of enemy defensive works to a depth of 70-90 km, including Berlin, was photographed 
several times. Individual areas were photographed five-eight times.’ On the basis 
of the aerial photographs and the data of other types of reconnaissance, reconnais- 
sance maps were prepared (with a scale of 1:50,000 and 1:100,000). These maps were 
issued to all the staffs and company (battery) commanders, inclusively. For com- 
parison we might point out that in the preceving operations of the front, they were 
issued to the commanders of battalions. Using the aerial photography data, the 
available maps of Berlin with a scale of 1:15,000 were adjusted, and new ones issued 
to the troops (1:25,000), and all officers received these down to the platoon com- 
manders, inclusively. For the purposes of the optimum use of the capabilities of 
the air reconnaissance of the front, permanent sections and areas of reconnaissance 
were assigned to each crew of reconnaissance aircraft. 


Signals intelligence established the position of the enemy troops of the 3d Tank 
Army and 9th Army, the staffs of all the corps and 15 of the 25 enemy divisions. 
With its aid, the staff of the front during the first days of April succeeded in 
disclosing the operational regroupings of the enemy for reinforcing the Berlin sec- 
tor at the expense of weakening its Stettin grouping. 


Simul taneously with the conducting of recomnatesance, the ataffe of the formations 
and field foreee carried out great work in preparing the reconnaissance bodies for 
actions with the opening up of the operation. For example, in the 8th Guards Army, 
th reconnaissance units and subunits were brought up to full strength. At assem- 
blies of the intelligence chiefs of the divisions and regiments, an analysis was 
made of the activities of operational reconnaissance in the course of the Vistula- 
Oder Operation, and the combat experience of the best intelligence bodies was gen- 
eralized. Material was worked out and sent out to the units and formations on or- 
ganizing and conducting reconnaissance in large cities such as Poznan and Kostrzyn 
which by that time had already been liberated. in each division, motorized recon- 
naissance groups and mobile officer observations posts were readied for actions in 
breaking through the main line. Similar posts were also set up in each corps and 
army. In addition, in each corps, one-two mobile reconnaissance detachments were 


prepared. 


In order to nislead our reconnaissance on the composition of the men and equipment 
in the Berlin sector, the Nazi command carried out a number of deception measures. 
The order of the commander of the 9th Army, inf Gen Busse, of 3 March 1945 stated: 
"The General Staff of the Ground Army has ordered that deception be carried out in 
the aim of leading the enemy to think that there are large formations between the 
Oder and Berlin and these are the operational reserves of the 9th Army." For this 
reason “it must appear that: a) the Berlin Tank Corps is part of the Silesia and 
Potsdam divisions; b) the Brandenburg Tank Corps is part of the Havel and Spree 
divisions; c) to feign the arrival of the 10th Tank Division which has supposedly 
been newly organized in Berlin and its subordination to the Berlin Tank Corps.''* 
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For conducting deception, the Nazis deployed a radio network and made extensive use 
of dummy tanks, With the aid of the latter they simulated the moving of military 
equipment by rail and the dep'oyment of it "in concentration areas." 


Tt must be pointed out that initially the deception was successful, but was quickly 
and completely unmasked. The reconnaissance bodies of the front which operated in 
the enemy rear discovered that the platform cars were transporting not tanks but 
rather models. Somewhat later, from prisoner information it was established that 
trains with dummy tanks were being constantly made up at the Berlin railroad sta 
tions. 


Thus, the integrated use of the resources of all types of reconnaissance, including 
our agents, and the careful studying and comparison of the data secured by them 
made it possible to simultaneously nullify the Nazi deception, and by the start of 
the operation detect the true composition of the Nazi troop grouping deployed in the 
zone of the pending offensive of the front, as well as study in detail the defen- 
$ive system the depth of which reached 100 km. The high effectiven ss in the ac- 
tivities of the reconnaissance bodies of the front in detecting the enemy grouping 
Curing the preparatory period was fully substantiated in the course of the opera- 
tion. 


Reconnatseance tn breaking through enemy defensee. The going over of the troops of 
the front to a general offensive was preceded by reconnaissance in force which 
started on 14 April. For conducting it, from each division one or two rifle bat- 
talions were assigned with tanks and self-propelled artillery mounts SAU). On the 
secondary sectors, reconnaissance in force was carried out by reinforced rifle com- 
panies. In 2 days, these subunits succeeded in a number of sectors in driving into 
the enemy positions to a depth of up to 2-4 and in some places 5 km. As a result, 
a clearer picture was gained of the enemy grouping and the system of its defenses 
in the first line, its integrity was breached, and the firing plan disrupted. The 
analysis of the results of the reconnaissance in force necessitated the making of a 
number of changes in the operational plan. In particular, the duration of the ar- 
tillery softening up for the attack by the main forces was shortened from 30 to 20- 


25 minutes. 


It is important to emphasize that the enemy was confused by our reconnaissance 
bodies. The author of these lines, after the capture of Berlin, participated in 
the interrogation of the chief of staff of the LVI Tank Corps, Col von Dufwing, 

who pointed out that the leadership of the corps, like that of the 9th Army, after 
the actions of the reconnaissance subunits, expected the main forces of the Soviet 
troops to go over to the offensive. But when this did not happen eithe: on 14 or 
1S April, it decided that a general offensive would not begin at alli in the near 
future, since our command had decided that the German defenses were insurmountable. 
For this reason, the offensive by the main forces of the front on i6 April was un- 
expected for the Nazis 


During the period of the breakthrough of the main defensive zone and the exoloita- 
tion of the offensive, reconnaissance had the following basic missions: to follow 
the maneuvers of the enemy reserves on the battlefield and the commitment o* them 
to the engagement, to clarify the direction and time of approach to the frontline 
of new enemy units which had been shifted from other sections and from the rear, as 
well as the Berlin defensive system and the measures of the Nazi command to rein- 
force the city's defenses.’ 
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in cartying out these missions, operational reconnaissance was carried out by the 
observation and actions of reconnaissance groups and detachments, as weli as officer 
reconmu.ssance patrols and other bodies, Observation was carried out by the mobile 
observation posts (PNP) directly in the infantry battle tormations. In the area of 
each first-echelon division, one-two PNP were deployed, two-three PNP in a corps, 
and from three to seven PNi in an army. A majority of them was supplied with 
radios. for this reason the results of the observation were immediately transmitted 
to the direct superiors, 


An important role in the obtaining of data was also played by the reconnaissance 
groups (RG), the separate reconnaissance patrols and the reconnaissance detachments 
(RO), In operating ahead of their troops and on the flanks and penetrating in the 
enemy positions, they not only carried out purely reconnaissance missions, but also 
destroyed crossings over water obstacles, sabotaged communications lines, and also 
destroyed smail enemy groups. for example, on the very first day of the offensive 
from the 27th Guards Rifie Division (Commander, Maj Gen V. S. Giebov), a RG was 
dropped in the enemy rear under the command of Jr Lt Popov, and in the area to the 
south of Seelow this RG established the configuration of the forward edge of the 
second defensive line, and by a surprise attack captured 16 soldiers and 1 officer 
who provided valuable information. The RO of the 8th Guards Army under the leader- 
ship of Sr Lt N. A. Shevchenko blew up two bridges in the enemy rear, damaged 10 km 
of communications cable, captured 12 prisoners and destroyed 50 Nazi soldiers and 
officers. 


Paving been defeated in the battles for the main iine, the Nazi commander made every 
effort to hold the second defensive line which ran along the Seelow Hills which rose 
40 meters above the Oder Valley. From them the enemy could survey and correct the 
firing of its artillery and mortars deep in the battle formations of our troops. 


At tne came time, for the advancing troops, observation of the enemy was extremely 
difficit due to the thick greenery of the woods and orchards. For this reason, 
officer air reconnaissance was widely used during the fierce battie for the hills. 
l remember that Coil Gen V. I. Chuykhov ordered me (at that time an officer of the 
intelligence section on the staff of the Sth Guards Army) to fly out on an U-2 air- 
craft over the enemy positions and clarify the direction of the Nazi tanks which 
were moving up to the breakthrough area, while the worker of the operations section, 
Maj A. I. Velichko (also from the ait), was to clarify the line of contact between 
the troops of the army and the Nazis. We established the bringing up of the 
Muncheberg Tank Division to the forward edge in the region of Golzow. The obtained 
data on the same day (16 April) were substantiated also by prisoners. Moreover, 
the s*ctor of the committing to battle of the 169th Infantry Division was clarified. 


It is essential to point out that the carrying out of assignments of the command in- 
volving a trip to the forward edge or the penetrating into the enemy rear by offi- 
cers from the staffs of the formations and field forces during the war years was a 
common phenomenon. For example, the officers in operational reconnaissance from the 
staff of the front during the period of preparing for the Berlin Operation "crept 
across" literally the entire forward edge, checking the activities of the reconnais- 
sance bodies. This made it possible to issue special directives where specific mis- 
$ions were assigned to eliminate detected shortcomings in each army. 
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Over the first ) days of the operation, according to the data of our intelligence, 
the Nazis moved up from the reserves and shifted from other sectors 1) divisions and 
brigades which were committed to battle on the axis of the main thrust of the (pont 
in the zones of the Sd and Sth Assault armies and the Sth Guards Army. These data 
among other factors caused a change in the sector for committing the 2d Guards Tank 
Army to battle under Col Gen Tank Trps 5. |. Bogdanov. 


in the course of further o! «vation of enemy actions, all types of reconnai ssance 
noted that, beginning with rhe 6th day of the operation, the enemy sharply curtailed 
the committing of formations and units to battle. During the following 3 days, the 
Nati command was abie to activate an additional two divisions (the iS6th Tank Train- 
ing and the Sd Marines). At the same time, there was a marked rise in the number of 
special unite and hurriediy organised volkssturm battalions which were committed to 
battice. From 21 through 25 April alone, the reconnaissance bodies of the formations 
and field forces of the front detected up to 60 tank battalions, while during the 

S previous days, the “atic had commitied only 45 to battle.” 


Proceeding from the obtained data, the staff of the front drew the completely sound 
conclusion that the Nari military leadership did not have sufficient forces for de- 
fending its capital, and its could use only the retreating formations of the 9th 
Army and the volkesturm units and subunits organized from the inhabitants ot Berlin. 
For this reason, the plan of the operation was adjusted, and the command of the 
front took the decision to isolate the basic forces of the 9th Army from the Beriin 
prowpine by encircling and destroying them in cooperation with the First Ukrainian 
t (Commander, Mar SU I. S. Konev) in the woods to the southeast of Beriin 
This was successfully carried out during the period from 24 April through | May 


Here reconnaissance aiso played 4 substantial role. Even during the second day of 
the encirclement (26 April) of the Frankfurt -Guben grouping where, in addition to 
the formations of the 9th Army, a portion of the troops of the 4th Tank Army had 
also been caught, our reconnaissance bodies established that the command of the 
enemy grouping had been ordered to break out of the encirclement ring and to leave 
it in the direction of Halbe and Luckenwaide in the aim of linking up with the 
troops of the i2th Army operating to the southwest of Beriin.'” However, promptly 
taken measures thwarted the attempt by the enemy to carry out this order. 


On 25 April, the ring of encirclement closed around Berlin. And the reconnaissance 
bodies of all levels were confronted with the mission of clarifying the composition 
of the Nazi forces and equipment concentrated in the city and outside of it, as well 
as the enemy defensive system. This was basically carried out by operational recon- 
naissance. And the operations of the reconnaissance aviation were extremely diffi- 
cult a8 a consequence of the fact that the city was covered with clouds of smoke 
and dust caused by the numerous fires and destruction. Along with aii types of ob- 
servation and the carrying out of ambushes and raids, there was aiso the extensive 
practice of sending reconnaissance groups into the positions of enemy troops. For 
example, the RG of the 207th Rifle Division ‘Division Commander, Col V. M. Asafov) 
successfully carried out this mission. The group consisting of 16 persons pene- 
trated into the Nazi rear, it established the location of guns in the strongpoint, 
and captured 4 prisoner. After interrogation at the division staff, the prisoner 
was sent back as our truce envoy. Through him the enemy was informed of the condi - 
tions for ceasing resistance. By evening the serrison of the strongpoint numbering 
150 men, including 4 officers, had surrendered,’ 
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\ particular feature of observation in the city was the bringing of the observation 
posts to « distance of 100-200 meters away from the enemy and the positioning of 
them on the highest buildings and industrial works. Missions were assigned to re- 
connaissance Hot by sectors, as was usually the case, but rather in terms of direc 
tions or individual inetallations. 


Simultaneously with supporting the operations of the troops of the front to destroy 
the Berlin groupings, the reconnaissance bodies maintained constant observation 
over the troop formations which had been concentrated beyond the city limits, and 
particularily those which could be used for breaking the ring of encirclement. 


The broad scale of activities carried out by operational reconnaissance on the 
front can be seen from the fact that during the period of preparing for and conduct- 
ing the operation, it carried out 2,956 reconnaissance measures, inciuding: 109 
reconmaissances in force, 1,284 sweeps, 507 ambushes, 83 sendings of reconnaissance 
groups into the enemy rear and the setting out of 975 mobile observations posts in 
the battle formations of the front echelon units. And 25,457 prisoners were taken 
and 2,157 documents captured, '? 


The operational troops also played an exceptionally important role in securing in- 
telligence data. Being in direct contact with the enemy, the commanders of the 
white and subunits established reliable information on the enemy forces and the 
nature of operations, on the flanks, boundary areas between units, defensive works, 
obstacles, minefields, and so forth. 


Thus, the experience of the Berlin Opera‘ion, like other ones, clearly shows the 
importance of operational reconnaissance for preparing and conducting combat opera- 
tions by a field force And at present also noteworthy is the fact that in this 
operation there was developed such previously noted trends as the centralization of 
control, the desire to conduct reconnaissance in the entire zone and to the entire 
depth of the operation in concentrating basic efforts in the sector of the sain 
thrust, the constant interaction of al] types of reconnaissance in terns of place, 
time and @issions (objectives) and their integrated use, the assigning of signi fi- 
cant forces for sweeps and for creating a dense network of observation in the zone 
of the front, the wide use of reconnaissance in force, and the involvement of not 
only reconnaissance aircraft but also combat aviation for conducting air reconnais- 


sane 


The experience of the Great Patriotic War shows that the commander, for defeating a 
rapidly maneuvering enemy to the entire depth of its operational formation, should 
promptiy receive the appropriate data. In other words, he must have highly effec- 
tive means of reconnaissance which provide an opportuni*, on the one hand, in the 
shortest period of time to detect the objectives (targets,, to correctly identify 
them and determine the position (coordinates) with an accuracy that ensures the 
best use of the weapons, and on the other, to guarantee the processing of the re- 
connaissance information and immediately suppiy it to the interested parties. This 
is why the experience of the Berlin Operation is important in the assigning of 
zones of responsibility to the various means of reconnaissance, and the establishing 
of the degree of detailing the objectives to be determined and the times for report- 


ing on then. 
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it is quite apparent that @ study and generalization of the rich and diverse experi- 
ence of ofganiting and conducting reconnaissance in the Berlin and other operations 
of the Great Patriotic War and the creative application of it in the training of the 
troops, staffs and reconnaissance bodies can and should contribute to raising their 
combat readiness. 
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WARTIME OPPRATIONS: ORGANIZATION OF AIR DEFENSE TROOPS 
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\Article published under the heading "The Great Patriotic War" by Candidate of 
Historical Sciences Col V. Gorbunov: “Trends in the Development of the Organiza- 
tional Structure of Air Defense Troops”) 


(Text! During the years of the Great Patriotic War, the Air Defense Troops, to- 
gether with the other armed services of the Armed Forces and branches of troops, 
were able to ensure the reliable defense of the most important rear facilities and 
provide cover for the troop groupings, various installations and lines of communica- 
tions in the front area against air strikes. During the war, these troops under- 
went substantial organizational development. 


The organizational changes were aimed at broadening their capabilities, improving 
the use of the existing resources, and raising the efficiency of control and the 
effectiveness of cooperation with the other armed services and branches of troops. 


The improvement in the organizational structure of the Air Defense Troops depended 
upon a number of factors: upon the overall operational-strategic situation and the 
missions being carried out by the air defens: troops; upon the employed methods and 
forms of combat operations; the quantitative and qualitative growth of the troops 
and military equipment, the changes in the nature of the air enemy's operations. 
The article analyzes only certain, in our view, most fundamental development trends 
in the organizational structure of the Air Defense Troops during the years of the 
Great Patriotic War. 


if the given process is viewed as a whole, the main trend consists in the desire to 
create an air defense system which would provide effect.ve defense for the troops 
on the battlefield as well as the rear facilities of the nation. 


The air defenses of our nation were organized considering the probable nature of 
enemy air operations both against the troops on the battlefield as well as facili- 
ties deep in the rear which could be reached by enemy aviation. This zone had a 
depth up to 500-600 kw along the western state frontier. it included up to 90 per- 
cent of the antiaircraft artillery and virtually all the fighter aviation assigned 
for carrying out air defense missions. In the USSR People's Commissariat of De- 
fense there was the Main Air Defense Directorate which was in charge of the ques- 
tions of overall planning, accounting, weapons and combat training of the Air De- 


fense Troops. 








in the border military districts, air defense tones were organized and these were 
headed by deputy district commanders for air defense, Within the organizational 
structure of 4 military district there was a headquarters of the air defense sone. 
The troops of the air defense tone included the air defense formations and unite 
which directly carried out the combat missions of defending the cities and inetaila- 
tions on the territory of the given zone, 


llowever, the organic antiaircraft artillery which was part of the combined-armes 
formations on the level of the corps, divisions and brigades, was not subordinate 
to the air defense tones, The fighter aviation assigned from the Air Porce for air 
defense of the most important centers of the nation (40 fighter aviation regiments) 
also was not part of the sones, 


Thus, it was essential to allocate a grouping of air defense troops for protecting 
installations in the deep rear against air strikes, to reinforce the grouping and 
create central headquarters bodies. in this regard, a search was started for an 
air defense structure which would make it possible to fully utilize the combat cap- 
abilities of the Air Defense Troops. 


In the autumn of 1941, on the basis of a decree of the USSR GKO State Defense 
Committee, of 9 November, the entire air defense system was divided into organic 
and national territorial, and a commander was appointed for the National Air Defense 
Troops (he was the Deputy People's Commissar of Defense for Air Defense), and the 
appropriate headquarters bodies were created, including: staff, the headquarters 
of air defense fighter aviation, and the Main National Air Defense Directorate. in 
actuality a new armed service was created, the National Air Defense Troops. 


The necessity of defending the administrative centers, the industrial zones and 
other major installations in the rear against mass enemy air strikes also led to 
the creation of operational field forces. The air defense zones organized in 1940, 
in essence, were not operational field forces capable of fully carrying out inde 
pendent missions on the operational sectors. 


In August 1941, the headquarters of a number of air defense zones (Northern, North- 
western, Kiev and Southern) were broken up, and the formations and units put direct- 
ly under the commanders of the corresponding fronts. in November i941, the air de- 
fense zones which had existed on the territory of the European USSR were abolished, 
and on the basis of them the corps and divisional air defense regions were set up, 
and in April 1942, the Moscow Air Defense Front! and the Leningrad Air Defense Army 
were organized. In Leningrad and Baku (where an air defense army was organized 
somewhat later), air defense armies existed until the end of the war. 


In individual sectors of the front, the situation necessitated the operational sub- 
ordination of certain air defense fronts and armies to the military councils of 

the fronts in order to provide a unity of troop leadership (Leningrad, Transcaucasia, 
Far East and Transbaykal Area). Thus, in 1941, at Leningrad all the air defense re- 
sources of varying subordination (the air defenses of the ground forces, naval air 
defenses, and the National Air Defense Troops) operating in this one zone, by a de- 
cision of liq SHC (Headquarters, Supreme High Command) were made completely subord- 
inate to the commander of the Leningrad Front. 
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Thus, even at the beginning of the Great Patriotic War there was a search for ere- 
ating a unified air defense system aiso on an operational-strategic scale. 


After the incorporation of the fighter aviation units and formations a8 part of the 
corps and divisional air defense regions in November 1941, the opportunity arose to 
cover fot only individual points but also entire industrial areas against eneny 

air strikes. Thus, in the defense of Moscow, a sone of operations of air defense 
personnel and equipment was organized and the forward jines of this ran 200-250 km 
away from the capital. in actuality the entire Moscow industrial region was covered 
against enemy aif strikes 


The necessity of reliable defense of the industrial instaliations against air 
strikes jed to @ situation where Nq SHC was forced to put the fighter air units 
allocated for air defense under the commander of the National Air Defense Troops, 
and on the spot, under the commanders of the corps and divisional air defense re- 
gions (the Order of the NKO [People's Commissariat of Defense) of 22 January 1942). 
For the support of the air defense fighter aviation, 56 airfield maintenance bat- 
talions were allocated putting them under the commanders of the appropriate air 
corps, divisions and individual regiments. in essence, this became an organi za- 
tional formation of a new branch of troops, the air defense fighter aviation. 


In the organic air defenses, there also existed a tendency to create resources cap- 
able of successfully covering the ground forces against massed enemy air strikes 
and the centralizing of their contro). 


As a result of the dividing of the air defense resources into organic and the 
National Air Defense Troops, the situation became more complicated in providing 
cover for the ground forces. The air defense command of the fronts had at its dis- 
posal only certain units from the former air defense zones, as well as the former 
corps antiaircraft artillery battalions (after the abolishing of the corps level) 
which were part of the RGK High Command Reserves resources and operated under the 
leadership of the corresponding artiilery chiefs. Thus, as a consequence of the 
sharp numerical reduction of antiaircraft artillery on the front, the possibilities 
of organizing reliable air defense for the troops were reduced. At the same time, 
central bodies of organic air defenses were lacking. Under these conditions, 4 
decision was taken to put the air defense troops of the fronts under the artillery 
commander of the Soviet Army. 8y an order of the NKO of 2 June 1942, all the land 
air defense units and formations which had operated as part of the fronts were put 
under the artillery chief of the Soviet Army and, respectively, the artillery chiefs 
of the fronts and armies. 


The first army air defense regiments also began to be organized. in June 1942, in 
the Soviet Army, over 5-score army air defense regiments, vere formed, and by 
November their number had risen up to 104. in addition, upon the order of the NKO 
of $i October 1942, antiaircraft artillery divisions of the RGK began to be organ- 
ized as a resource of Hq SHC designed for covering the troop formations and field 
forces against air strikes and for the massed use of the antiaircraft artillery on 
the main sectors of troop operations. 


While the creation and use of the army air defense regiments was the first step on 
the way to massing antiaircraft artillery fire, the forming of the antiaircraft 
artillery divisions marked the next step in this direction. Already in November 




















1942, the divisions for the first time participated in battles against the fascist 
aviation. 


The organization of the artillery units was alse improved, and individual regiments 
of medium- and smalil-caliber antiaircraft artillery were organized Various sub- 
whits (antiaircraft machine gun, searchlight, and so forth) were exciuded from them. 
The organization of the regiments became more standardized. Aili of this helped to 
improve the quality of control over the combat operations of the unite and to im 
prove their combat use. Thus, in the antiaircraft artillery, the improvement of the 
Organisational structure occurred along the lines of setting up uniform units and 
formations for the purpose of improving their fire capabilities. 


Combat experience indicated that the organizational separation of air defense into 
organic and national territorial played 4 positive role, particulariy in carrying 
out the @ission of protecting major installations and industrial areas in the deep 
rear against air strikes. In the state an air defense system was organized which 
in fact consisted of two echelons, organic air defense and the National Air Defense 
Troops. At the same time, a number of shortcomings became apparent. in the course 
of the offensive operations of the Soviet Army in the autumn of 1942 and the spring 
of 1943, the organic air defense did not have sufficient men and equipment for pro- 
viding 4 dependable cover for the troops. Moreover, at times 4 gap was formed be- 
tween the two air defense systems and during an offensive this could reach up to 
300 km. For a certain period of time 4 number of installations on the liberated 
territory was not covered against air strikes. In the summer of 1945, in repelling 
massed enemy air raids on Gor'kiy, Saratov and Yaroslavi', the cooperation was ex- 
tremely poorly organized between the fighter aviation and the antiaircraft artillery 
of the fronts and the National Air Defense Troops. The formation of air defense 
troops under varying subordination also created difficulties in their supply, in 
organizing the deliveries of weapons, and so forth. These factors caused the de- 
velopment of a tendency to control all the air defense troops on a state-wide 
scale. 


On 29 June 1945, the USSR GKO promulgated a decree the essence of which consisted 
in the breaking up of the directorate of the commander of the National Air Defense 
Troops which had existed since November 194i, and the troops themselves were put 
under the artillery commander of the Soviet Army. As was pointed out sbove, in 
June 1942, all the antiaircraft resources of the fronts with their headquarters 
bodies had been put under him. Were were created: the Central Staff of the Air 
Defense Troops, the Central Staff of Air Defense Fighter Aviation, the Main Air 
Defense Inspectorate, the Directorate for the Combat Training of Air Defense 
Troops, and the Central VNOS [Aircraft Warning Service) Post. in the aim of er- 
suring concrete leadership over the national air defense resources, headquarters 
were organized for two air defense fronts, the Western and Eastern 


Thus, instead of the two different air defense control systems (for the national 
territory and the ground forces), in the summer of 1945, a system was set up for 
the control of all air defense troops. The artillery commander of the Soviet Army 
was entrusted, through the appropriate bodies, of controlling the actions of the 
National Air Defense Troops, leading the antiaircraft artillery formations and 
units of the fronts and the armies, as well as being concerned with the planning 
of weapons and manning the troops with rank-and-file and leadership personne]. 
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The unification of .ommand of the National Air Defense Troops (including the fighter 
aviation) and the air defense troops of the fronts made it possible to utilize more 
rationally the air defense units and formations, and exciude the tieing up of re- 
sources at installations which were unreachable for the enemy, and ensured a broader 
Manouvering of them behind the advancing troops for sharply strengthening air de- 
fenses on the basic operational and strategic axes and the closer cooperation with 
the fighter aviation and antiaircraft artillery of the fronts. From 10 through 
V September 1945, the commanders of the Western and Eastern air defense fronts 
moved i1l4 units and subunits for defending installations on liberated territory, and 
this included 10 medium-caliber artillery regiments, 4 small-caliber antiaircraft 
artillery regiments, 5 antiaircraft machine ee nen regiments, iS fighter air regiments, 
26 separate armored trains, and so forth ’ it possible to provide cover 
for such major cities as Smolensk, Bryansk, Orel, Bu Poltava, Taganrog, and 
— 4 certain railroad junctions and 35 rail Stations which supplied the 
ronts 


An opportunity appeared for a more coordinated solution to the questions of the co- 
operation of the National Air Defense Troops with the antiaircraft artillery and 
fighter aviation of the fronts. The essence of this consisted in a coordinated 
formation of the groupings of air defense resources, the organizing of reconnais- 
sance against the air enemy, the exchanging of information on the air situation, 

and the joint planning of combat operations. An example of such precise cooperation 
was the air blockade of the enemy garrison in Breslau (Wroclaw) from 24 April 
through 6 May 1945, and this was carried out by the antiaircraft artillery of the 

X Air Defense Corps and the 173d Fighter Air Regiment of the 256th Fighter Air Divi- 
sion under the 2d Air Army of the First Ukrainian Front according to the principle 
of dividing up the zones of combat. 


It is equally important to emphasize that on a state-wide scale, a three-echeion 
formation of air defense troops was created: the air defense formations and units 
of the fronts comprised the first echelon; the national air defense formations which 
were defending instaliations in the rear of the front were the second; the national 
air defense formations defending instailations in the rear of the nation were the 
third. Such an echeloning of the resources made it possible to counter the air 
enemy more officientiy. 


In the air defense fronts and armies, control of all the air defense resources 
(fighter aviation, antiaircraft artillery, the VNOS units, and so forth) was also 
concentrated in a single entity. The unity of command ensured precise coordination 
of the actions of the fighter aviation and antiaircraft artillery, the allocating 

of missions among them and the organization of cooperation. The areas of operations 
of the fighter aviation began to be more strictiy coord‘nated with the zones of ar- 
tillery fire, and fighter aviation was more widely used on the distant approaches 

to the installations, while the national air defense formations of the fronts 
(armies) were more closely coordinated with the antiaircraft artillery and fighter 
aviation of the fronts. 


The air batties and engagements of the fighter aviation, in repelling raids on major 
installations, were now unified by a single concept and plan with centralized con- 
trol, and began to assume individual traits of air defense operations (the repelling 
of massed raids on the Kursk railroad junction in the summer of 1945). 











In the course of the offensive, a better solution was provided to the questions 
related to eliminating the gap between the organic air defenses and the National 

Air Defense Troops. For this units and formations were allocated from the national 
troops for providing cover of the frontiine communications and installations in the 
rear of the front. Thus, the antiaircraft artillery of the organic air detenses 
gained an opportunity to focus virtually all resources on providing « cover for the 
basic troop groupings. fut as the scope of the offensive operations increased in 
1944, it became apparent that the Western Air Defense Front alone could not success: 
fully handle its missions. The Lastern Air Defense Front which brought together 

the troops defending installations deep in the rear was not conducting active oper- 
ations. Moreover, the existence of a demarcation line between the Western and East- 
ern Air Defense fronts from north to south limited the maneuvering of air defense 
resources which could be used for providing a cover for installations in the combat 
zone. The National Air Defense Troops, on an even broader scale than in 1945, were 
confronted with the task of ensuring air defenses for the rear lines of communica- 
tions of the advancing fronts and the prompt organizing of defenses for major cen- 
ters on the territory liberated from the enemy. 


For improving the use of the National Air Defense Troops, the USSR GKO on 29 March 
1944, approved a decree on the creation of three air defense fronts--the Northern, 
Southern and Transcaucasian--on the basis of the troops of the Western and Lastern 
Air Defense fronts, as well as the Transcaucasian Air Defense Zone. in terms of its 
purpose and place in the overall structure of the Soviet Army, the air defense 
fronts were operationa!l-strategic field forces the importance of which was deter- 
mined by the following factors. In the first place, they were entrusted with the 
missions of defending key strategic national installations. Secondly, they at the 
same time covered installations on certain operational sectors, since each front 
cooperated with several fronts of the Soviet Army. This reorganization made it 
possible to carry out broader maneuvering of the resources for providing a cover 
for installations on liberated territory. For example, in May-June 1944, two 
fighter air divisions and more than 40 antiaircraft artillery units were moved up 
from the rear regions of the Southern Air Defense Front into the combat cone. in 
the second haif of 1944, 25 various units were transferred from the Transcaucasian 
Air Defense Front to reinforce other air defense fronts.’ 


As the Soviet troops advanced to the west, the territories of the Northern and 
Southern Air Defense fronts rapidly broadened. A number of the national air defense 
formations was operating in the liberated areas of the Baltic, Western Belorussia, 
Poland, Romania and ilungary. in the interests of the offensive operations being 
conducted, it was essential to ensure the greatest efficiency in their control and 
provide the closest cooperation with the antiaircraft artillery and fighter avia- 
tion of the front. For this reason the USSR GKO, in the decree of 24 December 1944, 
again altered the organizational structure of the National Air Defense Troops. in 
the European USSR and in Transcaucasia, four air defense fronts were organized: the 
Western, Southwestern, Central and Transcaucasian (which remained unchanged). This 
made it possible to provide an air cover for all the most important strategic sec- 
tors. 


The breaking up of the air defense fronts significantly increased the efficiency of 
troop control and provided closer cooperation between the troops and the fronts. 
Instances of delays in organizing air defense for the frontline lines of communica- 
tions and installations on territory liberated from the enemy virtually did not re- 
occur. 
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in March 1945, according to the decree of the GKO, three armies, the Maritime, Amur 
and Transbaykal, were organized on the basis of the Transbaykal and Far kastern 

air defense zones for strengthening air defenses for installations in Siberia and 
the Far East, 


After the organizational changes of 1944-1945, there were four air defense fronts 
and five air defense armies on Soviet territory. 


Thus, the basic trend in the organizational changes in the operational -strategic 
level of the National Air Defense Troops was also a move toward centralized control, 
and for this large field forces of the front or army type were created. This ten- 
dency was caused by the greater role played by the National Air Defense Troops in 
the course of the armed combat, by the increase and broadening of the range of their 
missions, and by the necessity of massing resources for providing defense against 
air strikes for major centers in the rear and close cooperation with the fighter 
aviation and antiaircraft artillery of the fronts in the aim of covering the troop 
groupings, the front (army) rears, and organizing air defenses for facilities on 
liberated territory. We must note the pioneering of our Armed Forces in forming 
operational-strategic field forces, the air defense fronts. This is one of the ex- 
amples of a creative approach to organizational measures carried out in the years 
of the war, and proof of the advanced nature of Soviet military art. 


The structure of the air defense troops was also improved on the operational- 
tactical level. In April 1944, in the National Aic Defense Troops, all the corps 
and divisional air defense regions were transformed into air defense corps and 
divisions with the assigning of numbers to them. An air defense corps, as a rule, 
operated in an area of one or another front, and carried out missions together with 
the air defense formations (units) of the fronts. The air defense corps also suc- 
cessfully cooperated with the fighter aviation of the fronts (the Budapest, Vienna, 
Prague and other operations). 


The tables of organization and equipment for the air defense corps were not perma- 
nent. The number of units in them was determined by the importance of the missions 
confronting them. The air defense corps, in having fighter aviation units, could 

carry out missions independently or in cooperation with the other air defense for- 
mations, as well as with the air defense forces of the fronts. Such an organiza- 

tion proved fully effective during the war. 


Thus, a trend in the changes i. the operational-tactical level was the creation of 
air defense formations of th. combined-arms type. These changes were necessitated 
by the integrated use of the resources of the various branches of troops. In the 
air defense fighter aviation, after the GKO decree of 29 June 1945, one operational 
field force was created (the First Air “efense Air Army), there was an increase in 
the number of air formations (corps and divisions), and the organization of the 
fighter air units continued to be improved. In the antiaircraft artillery, from 
the autumn of 1945, eight-gun batteries were organized which were synchronized with 
the gun laying stations. The creation of eight-gun batteries and the formation of 
antiaircraft regiments and artillery divisions provided a high density of antiair- 
craft fire and its massing. Under the conditions of repelling raids by large enemy 
air forces, this was very important. 
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For covering the forward airfields of the air armies, in 1945, 34 airfield air 
defense regiments were organized consisting of three small-cal.ber antiaircraft 
artillery batteries and two antiaircraft machine gun companies in each, Subse- 
quently a trend was observed toward increasing the antiaircraft weapons in the air 
armies, Thus, in March 1944, the 17th Air Army (Commander, Gen V. A. Sudets), in 
addition to the fighter aviation units, had three TOE airfield air defense regi- 
ments, four attached antiaircraft artillery RGK regiments, and antiaircraft machine 
gun companies of the airfield maintenance battalions. In March 1944, the position 
was established of the air defense chief of the Air Force of the Soviet Army with 

a small staff under him for providing leadership over the air defense service.” 





Characteristic for the development of the VNOS troops was: the rise of radai 
troops; the creation of subunits equipped with radars for guiding fighter aviation; 
the formation of radio battalions with the aim of rapidly deploying the VNOS sys- 
tem on liberated territory. 


The other national air defense resources also underwent definite organizational de- 
velopment during the past war. 


in the organic air defenses there was a process of improving the troop contro! 
bodies and increasing the number of antiaircraft artillery units and formations. 
Thus, by the start of 1944, each of the fronts had an average of 5-7 anti- 
aircraft artillery divisions and up to 10 separate RGK regiments and battalions. 
By the start of 1945, this quantity had increased up to 9-12 and 10-15, respec- 
tively. 


Thus, the Great Patriotic War showed that for successful combating of large masses 
of enemy aviation, it was essential to have the following: in the first place, a 
unified air defense system in which the organic air defenses and the National Air 
Defense Troops were component parts; secondly, centralized leadership over ali the 
air defense resources; thirdly, an organizational structure which would correspond 
to the nature and content of armed combat at one or another stage of the war. 


FOOTNOTES 


'The Moscow Air Defense Front in the summer of 1943 was reorganized into the 
Separate Moscow Air Defense Army. 


2TSAMO SSSR Central Archives of the USSR Ministry of Defense), folio 72, inv. 
12310, file 382, sheets 58-59. 


"Voyska Protivovozdushnoy Oborony Strany. Istoricheskiy Ocherk"’ The National Air 
Defense Troops. Historical Essay), Yoyenizdat, 1968, p 277. 


“TsAMO, folio 327, inv. 102981, file 1, sheets 202-203; folio 35, inv. 162321, 
file 12, sheet 23; folio 370, inv. 113768, file 7, sheet 62. 
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WARTIME OPERATIONS: LOGISTIC SUPPORT IN AN OFFENSIVE 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 30-38 


Article published under the heading "The Great Patriotic War" by Chief of the 
Military Academy of Rear Services and Transport, Docent, Col Gen K. Abramov: ‘Some 
Aspects of Rear Services Support in Offensive Operations of the Third Period of the 
War"; passages in italics printed in boldface) 


\Text] In the operations of the previous war, the Rear Services of the USSR Armed 
Forces carried out a colossal amount of work and demonstrated high combat capability, 
tenacity and flexibility. They were an inseparable part of the troops, and in the 
organization of rear services support, one of the most important areas of Soviet 
military art. 


The forms and methods of carrying out the diverse and complicated tasks of troop 
supply in each operation had, as is known, specific features. At the same time a 
number of common principles can be established in the preparation and operation of 
the rear services. In analyzing them, it is possible to isolate the most character- 
istic aspects which are not only of important historical and theoretical but also 
practical significance. The present article briefly examines certain, most typical 
questions of rear services support for the troops during operations during the third 
period of the war. 


Composition, grouping and formation of operational rear servicee. In the offensive 
operations during the third period of the war, the operational rear services assumed 
the most fully organized structure, its composition and technical equipping rose 
substantially, and the principles of the grouping and formation were clearly defined 
in the ; eparations for and in the course of operations. 


In line with the significant increase in the effective combat strength and technical 
equipping of the troops (the effective combat strength of the fronts increased by 
4-6-fold for tanks and SAU ( self-propelled artillery mount), by 4-5-fold for artil- 
lery, and 4-8-fold for aircraft),* and the greater scope and dynamicness of the of- 
fensive operations (the depth of the strategic operations increased by 2-2.5-fold 
and reached 550-600 km; the rate of advance increased from 8-10 to 20-30 and some- 
times 45-50 km per day), the logistical requirements of the troops increased sharply 
during the third period. And this, in turn, was the basic reason for a further 
broadening of the composition of the army and particularly the front rear services, 
for the increase in their size and the greater equipping with motor vehicle, road 
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and other special equipment. While, for example, during operations of the second 
period of the war the front rear services had an average of 200-250 rear units and 
facilities, in 1944-1945, their number in the fronts fighting on the main axes rose 
up to 450-500, and in the armies, respectively, from 70-80 to 90-100. 


There was a corresponding rise in the total number of personnel and the technical 
equipping of the rear services. Thus, on | January 1945, the number of railroad 
troops, in comparison with 1941, had increased by 2.8-fold,* for the motor vehicle 
troops by 4.1-fold, and for the road troops by 51,5-fold; the number of vehicles in 
the motor transport units was 78,730 (a rise of 53.15-fold). While in 1945, in the 
fronts there were 5 motor vehicle regiments, 195 separate motor vehicle battalions 
and 15 separate motor vehicle companies, in January 1945, there were 34 motor ve- 
hicle regiments, 175 separate motor vehicle battalions and more than 50 separate 
motor vehicle companies. ’ 


The experience of the war convincingly affirmed two important principles. In the 
first place, the composition and capabilities of all levels of rear services should 
fully conform to the effective combat strength and missions of the supported troops. 
Secondly, only with the correct grouping of the rear units and facilities, with the 
prompt and flexible maneuvering of the available resources, could the continuity, 
necessary mobility and stability of rear services support for the troops be achieved. 


The command and headquarters bodies for the rear services of the fronts and armies, 
in utilizing the experience of the previous operations, precisely carried out these 
demands. In creating the groupings and in organizing the rear services, they fully 
adhered to the "aor principle which wae accepted at that time of concentrating the 
basic resources in the sector of the main thrust of the front (army) and the brirny- 
ing of them decisively closer to the supported troope. For example, in the Belo- 
russian, Vistula-Oder, East Prussian, Berlin and other operations, at least 65-70 
percent of the frontal supply depots and the rail, motor transport, road, medical, 
repair and other rear services units and facilities was deployed and operated in 
the sector of the main thrust. Such a concentrating of the basic rear services re- 
sources contributed to their autonomy, and made it possible to intensify efforts 
and continuously supply the assault groupings to the entire depth of the operations. 


The frontal rear services units and facilities in the jump-off position were de- 
ployed, as a rule, in two or three echelons, and the first and second echelons were 
brought as close as possible to the troops. The first echelon (the squads of the 
field depots with supplies of ammunition and fuel, and a portion of the mobile 
hospitals) was deployed 20-30 km from the forward edge, the second echelon (the 
basic portion of the resources of the frontal rear) was 50-80 km, and the third 
(dressing stations, individual dumps, medical, repair and certain other facilities) 
150-200 and more kilometers. Up to 80 percent of the total combat strength of the 
frontal rear was deployed in the first and second echelons.“ 


The army rear services units and facilities were aiso echeloned in depth. In the 
jump-off position, their basic men and equipment were deployed 25-40 km behind the 
forward edge in the area of the army supply stations and partially (individual medi- 
cal and repair-evacuation facilities) in the troop rear services area, in immediate 
proximity to the troops. In a majority of the units, particularly the medical ones, 
was packed up at the jump-off point, ready to follow behind the troops. During 
this period the missions of the army rear services were carried out by the frontal 
rear services units and facilities deployed in the first echelon. 
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Such an organization of the operational rear services conformed best to the nature 
of the operations being conducted and to the conditions of the operational- 
strategic situation during the third period of the war,and made it possible to 
utilize the basic rear services resources on the main, decisive sectors and to 
promptiy increase them from the rear without falling behind the rapidly advancing 
assault groupings of the fronts. 


In the course of the rapid exploitation of the offensive, the rear bodies of the 
fronts and armies were often confronted with complicated tasks in carrying out im- 
mediate maneuvers with the available resources and promptly bringing the depot 
Squads with the supplies of ammunition and fuel, the hospitals, the repair- 
evacuation and other essential rear units and facilities closer to the troops. The 
successful solution to them was achieved by a range of organizational and technical 
measures, including: the correct selection of the routes and the orgnization of 
reconstruction on the railroads and military highways (VAD) along the broad front, 
by the rapid deployment of transshipping bases (reloading areas), by the effective 
use of the Western Luropean gauge railroads for delivery and evacuation, by the 
allocating of a motor transport reserve, by the flexible maneuvering of it with 
abrupt changes in the situation, and by using organic motor transport, and in diffi- 
cult conditions, the first line vehicles and tractors for delivering ammunition and 
fuel from the army and front depots or their squads. 


The integrated and organized execution of these measures made it possible to move 
up the necessary rear resources basically promptly, and to continuously supply the 
advancing troops. \n instructive example could be, for example, the maneuvering of 
materiel supplies, the medical and transport units and facilities of the First 
Belorussian Front in the Vistula-Oder Operation. Thus, for repelling the strong 
counterthrust being prepared by the enemy from Pomerania, upon a decision of the 
commander of the front, four combined-arms and two tank armies were quickly re- 
grouped to the right wing. The front rear services bodies, in utilizing the re- 
serve of motor transport, the medical and transport units and facilities, as well 
as the rebuilt and intact Western gauge railroad sections, were able to quickly and 
promptiy shift the necessary supplies to the new sector. Over the 5 days, the 
motor transport of the Headquarters Reserve and the front supplied the armies with 
more than 7,000 tons of ammunition, while the medical service deployed 15,000 hos- 
pital beds. As a total, from 25 January through 10 February 1945, the right wing 
of the front received from the rear services around 170 trains with various materiel, 
including over 20,000 tons of ammunition. ° 


Characteristic in the work of the operational rear services was rear services sup- 
port for the mobile groupe of the aretiee an! fronte. In advancing rapidly into the 
operational depth of enemy defenses, the mobile troops ait up the enemy groupings 
and created good conditions for their complete defeat and che successful concluding 
of the operations. 


The mobile groups of the armies (as a rule, a tank, mechanized or cavairy corps with 
reinforcement units) and the mobile groups of the fronts (a tank army, sometimes 
separate tank and mechanized corps or a horse-mechanized group reinforced by forma- 
tions and units of the artillery and special troops) required a great deal of fuel 
and ammunition. But the delivery of these supplies was very difficult due to the 
high rate of advance of the troops (up to 40-45 km a day, and on individual days up 
to 70 km and more) and the significant distance from the supply bases. For 
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increasing the logistical stability of the @obile groups, the rear services bodies 
of the fronts and armies carried out a number of Special measures Thus, in the 
jumping-off area in the formations and units which were part of mobile groups, in- 
creased supplies of fuel and ammunition were created ahead of time. Careful prep 
arations were made for the organic and mobile part of the army rear services, that 
is, the depot squads with supplies of fuel and ammunition, the surgical hospitals, 
the repair-evacuation and other essential units and facilities. The remaining rear 
whites and facilities of the tank armies remained in the area of the supply stations, 
ond were moved, as a rule, after the rebuilding of the railroads. On open land as 
close a8 possible to the forward edge moved the squads of the front (army) depots 
with the supplies of fuel, ammunition and other materie! specifically for supplying 
the mobile groups. The fronts prepared a portion of the materie! for delivery by 
air, The front (army) motor transport was loaded up ahead of ‘ime with fuel and 
the required ammunition, and was kept ready for immediate advancement into the area 
of combat operations. Provost traffic contro] and sometimes combat subunits were 
assigned to accompany the vehicle columns 





in certain instances, for more flexible and dependable leadership over rear services 
support of the mobile columns in the fronts, special operational headquarters groups 
were organized. They included officers from the rear services staff and the head 
quarters of the basic supply and support services. Also put under them were the 
assigned motor transport with supplies, the road, medical and other mobile rear 
services units and facilities 


The carrying out of the designated measures proved fully effective and contributed 
to the uninterrupted support of the sobile groups. 


Troop iogtetic eupport. The experience of the offensive operations convincingly 
affirmed the crucial role of the material base in achieving victory over the enemy 
The tendency for an increase in the material requirements of the fronts (armies) 
depending upon an increase in the strength of the troops, the change in the nature 
and intensity of the combat missions carried out by them, was apparent in the third 
period of the war, 


During the third period, the national economy was the basic source of logistic sup- 
port for the troops of the fronts. The heroic working class and koikhor peasantry 
of the USSR achieved new successes in producing weapons, ammunition, fuel and food, 
The enormous material and technical resources of the nation were delivered in an 
unbroken fiow to the operational army and navy, and were used along strictly cen- 
traliced lines. Those fronts which were operating in active sectors and were carry- 
ing Out the main missions in the offensive operations were supplied first and most 
fully. 


The principle of rigid centralization and efficient use of ammunition, fuel and 
other materiel was fully observed also in the i~ferior levels, the operational and 
troop rear services. This made it possible 1 . comparatively short time to create 
the required supplies in the troops and at tne army and front depots. for example, 
by the start of the Vistulsa-Oder Operation, the following had been stockpiled in 
the First Belorussian and First Ukrainian fronts: from 3.1 to 5.5 and sore ammuni- 
tion loads for artillery rounds and mortars, 4.5-5.1 fuc ings of gasoline, 3.4-4.6 
fuelings of diesel fuei, and up to 14 fuelings of aviation fuei.© It must be eom- 
phasized that the material suppiies on the fronts were created considering the full 
need of the troops to the entire depth of the operation. 
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In the operations great attention was given te the correct echeloning and the de- 
pendabic protection of material supplies. in conducting an offensive at a rapid 
pace and to a great depth, the eeheloning of aupp ites wae varried out aeoording to 
the principle of the greatee? posaible approach of them to the forward edge. This 
was achieved by creating increased supplies of ammunition and fuel in the troops, 
by luy ng in artillery founds and mortar shells at the firing positions, by depiloy- 
ing army and front depots at the head railroad stations, and by bringing up 4 por- 
tion of the army and front depots (their squads) with supplies of materiel overland 
and directiy to the troop rear areas. As 4 resuit of the measures carried out, up 
to 75-80 pereent of ali the available material resources of the fronts was concen- 
trated in the troops some 20-70 km behind the forward edge. With an overall favor- 
able operational-strategic situation, such echeloning of supplies proved effective 
om to a significant degree contributed to the uninterrupted support of the troops 
during their rapid advance 


in the offensive operations of the third period of the war, there was finally formu- 
lated and established the so#t (*portant principie of organizing the delivery of 
raterte! foruand, *rom the euperior rear eervicee element to the inferior ome and 
ipeotiy to the troope with the full reeponeibility of the eerior ohtefe for prompt 
eliverm. The unswerving fulfiliment of this principle made it possible for the 
commanders to give combat Missions to their subordinates, in actually supplying 
them in material terms, and aiso contributed to the centralized and more efficient 
use of all types of transport. The rear services chiefs were able to use not only 
their own transport according to a unified plan, but aiso that of the inferior ele- 
ments. 


Riil transport played the main role in delivery on the front ievel Freight was 
delivered by rail to the front depots, supply stations and unloading stations of the 
, Wbined-arms, tank and air armies. Lach army in the jump-off position was usuaily 
assigned two supply stations 20-40 km from the forward edge; the unloading stations 
wore assigned as close as possible to the troops (3-5 km) 


From the railroads, delivery to the troops was carried out by the front, army and 
organic motor vehicle and partially cart transport Here the capabilities of motor 
transport rose substantially. While in the second period of the war, the capacity 
of motor transport for delivery in the fronts, as a rule, did not exceed 4,000- 
5,000 tons, and in the armies 250-3500 tons, during the third period of the war it 
reached, respectively, 6,000-8,000 tons and 400-600 tons, and in the divisions 580- 


iO tons 


in the concluding operations of the Great Patriotic War, one can clearly note a 
tendency for a deci’ne in the role of rati traneport ir +e operational rear, and 
tie neplacing of tt by the mone *lextble, motor, atr and pipeline. 


In the offensive operations, the bodies of the operational rear services carried out 
great work in preparing, rebuilding and technically supporting the railroads and 
military roads. Precisely in the third period of the war, the crucial role of the 
lines of communications was clearly affirmed in supporting the prompt maneuvering 

of the troops and the delivering of everything necessary to them for combat and life. 
A larger portion of ail types of troop shipments was handied by the railroads which 
were the crucial element in the entire network of communications and the basis of 
the basing system of the fronts and armies. 
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The pr aration, rebuilding and operation of frontal ratiroade, As experience 
Showed, in the zone of the offensive of the fronts there should be at least two 
frontal railroad routes (a4 total capacity of 50-60 pairs of trains a day) and two 
or three lateral lines, Such a network provided an opportunity to promptly receive 
and handle the basic flow of operational, supply as well a8 evacuation shipments, 
the fronts could also prepare and organize dependadie operation of one or two 
frontal distribution stations (PRS) and their branches, up to 15-20 front depot 
stations, 20-25 army supply Stations and the needed number of unloading stations 


in the course of an offensive in the fronts, as a rule, two rail routes were rebuilt, 
One of them was the main one. Here was assigned tie basic number of railroad troops 
and special formations of the front (up to 70-75 percent). The work was carried out 
to the entire depth, and this made it possibile to increase the reconstruction rate. 
For example, in the First Ukrainian Front in January-February 1945, the basic rail 
route of Sandomir, Skarzysko-Kamienna and Czestochowa was rebuilt over a length of 
300 km all at once with an average rate of up to 15 km per day, and on individual 
sections up to 20 ke 


However the rate of rebuilding railroads as « whole and during the third period of 
the war lagged substantially behind the rate of troop advance. Thus, while the 
armies advanced 20-40 and sometimes up to 40-50 km a day, the average rate of re- 
building the rail routes usually was only 10-12 km a day. As 4 result, the supply 
bases were far removed from the forward units. The basic reason for such a low 
rate of railroad rebuilding was the large amount of destruction. 


A reduction in the time for rebuilding the railroads was directly dependent upon the 
correct choice of the basic rail routes. The experience of the war convincingly 
showed that it was not beneficial to rebuild any shortest rail route. An analysis 
of the nature and amount of possible destruction in a number of instances suggested 
that it would be better to rebuild first the longer sections. An instructive ex- 
ample of this was the decision of the military council of the First Belorussian 
Front to rebuild the railroad on the route Kalinkovichi, Zhiobin, Bobruysk, 
Osipovichi, Baranovichi and Zhabinka, although it was almost 108 km longer than the 
shortest (Kalinkovichi, Luninets, Zhabinka). The problem was that several-fold less 
destruction, particularly of bridges, was expected on it. In the course of the 
operation, the soundness of the taken decision was fully affirmed 


An important task of the rear services of the fronts and armies in the concluding 
operations of the war was the organizing of the efficient use of the Western Duro- 
pean gauge railroads. First of all the question had to be determined of whether to 
alter them tc the Soviet gauge or be satisfied with transloading the freight at the 
translioading bases being deployed. 


After a thorough examination of both versions, it was considered best on each 

front to alter one rail route to the Soviet gauge and use these for rapidly deliver- 
ing the most essential materiel to the troops. The entire remaining railroad net- 
work would be operated without alteration. In this instance, specially created 
transioading bases and temporary transloading areas would be set up at the boundary 
points of the different-gauge sections. The railroads with Western Furopean gauge 
were widely used not only by the fronts but also by the armies which frequently 
organized special rail shutties for delivering freight on remote rail sections. 
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The reba. ding and maintenmanoe of mil’ tury voada, With the entry of Soviet troops 
onto Polish and Vermn territory, the role of the VAD in the overall system of rear 
services support for the troops increased substantially, This was caused by the 
further increase on the fronts in the number of motor transport (by the beginning 
of 1945, each Front had 60,000-70,000 motor vehicles, including 4,000-6,000 trans- 
port), by the significant lag of the supply bases behind the advancing troops, and 
by the good development of the road network here (for eacn 100 km’ there were 
arouwid 4 km of hard-surfaced roads) 


in order to ensure the uninterrupted delivery, evacuation, the moving up of the 
troops and the carrying out of other military shipments, the fronts rebuilt and 
Maintained two-three frontal roads and one-two lateral ones. The armies in the 
first echelon, in the preparations for and during the operations, had, as 4 rule, 
one or two military roads each. The frontal VAD ran from the areas of the PRS (the 
VAD of the Center) to the army supply stations. In the course of the operations, 
these were increased to the army depot squads overiand, and the army VAD from the 
supply stations (the frontal VAD) to the depots of the formations. With such a 
relatively developed network of frontal and army VAD, the intensity of traffic, 
particularily in the sectors of the main thrusts, was rather high, Por example, 
each day sore than 20,000 motor vehicles traveled over the VAD of the First Belo- 
russian Front between Kustrin (Kostriyn) and Berlin. 


in the third period of the war, the sequence of work in rebuiiding the VAD was 
clearly defined. Directiy behind the advancing military units, the first (head) 
echelon of road troops moved up and carried out the primary work. It included army 
and mobile front units which together with the combat engineer and engineer subunits 
conducted reconnaissance, cleared minefields and temporarily rebuilt the roads, 

that is, ensured passage. Behind the head units came the front construction and 
provost traffic control units of the second echelon, These improved the quality of 
the roadway, they completed the reconstruction of bridges, they built additional 
accesses and fully organized the VAD 


For accelerating the rate of rebuilding the VAD on the fronts and in the armies, 
materials and bridge clements were manufactured ahead of time and delivered to the 
head sections. The road units in the jumping-off point were concentrated on the 
main sectors in a ready state, and were depioyed as close as possibie to the for- 
ward edge. In the course of the advance, the rebuilding of roads and the construc- 
tion of bridges were carried out along a broad front. A higher rate of rebuilding 
the VAD was also aided by the increased technical equipping of the road troops and 
their close cooperation with the engineer troops and their joint execution of labor- 
intensive and difficult work. For example, in the course of building 18 bridges 
across the Vistula (on the Magnuszew and Pulawy bridgeheads), up to 40 percent of 
all the work was carried out by the engineer units and 60 percent by the road units. 


“omtro! of the rear services. The ordered centralized structure created during the 
war years for the control and command bodies of the rear services fully corresponded 
to the increased demands, and contributed to the successful carrying out of the 
practical missions. {¢ harmoniously combined one-man leaderahi; in troop command 
ami centralized leadersh’p for troop rear servicee aupport. 


There was a substantial improvement in the cooperation of the rear services command 
bodies and the combined-arms staffs, the chiefs of the branches of troops, the 
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special troops and services, Practical shills were strengthened an! the profes 
sional Mastery of the officers of the rear staffs and services rose. All of thie 
contributed to the firmer and more precise control and command of the rear services, 
and ultimately to the steadier operation of the entire system of rear services troop 


support. 


In acquiring a good deal of experience in the course of the war, the deputy com 
manders, the staffs and the rear services of the fronts and the armies began to 
on measures significantiy better for the rear aes of the troops. ere the 

sic ones were worked out to the entire depth of the operation, right up to its 
conclusion, The experience of the operations showed that after the troops had car- 
ried out the final Missions, the intensity of combat operations not only did not 
decline, but, as a rule, increased due to the strong enemy counterstrikes. for this 
reason, the rear services support plans began to provide a reserve of materiel, 
transport, medical, road and other rear units and facilities designed specially for 
supporting troop combat operations to reinforce the achieved lines. 


in order to keep the plan of the operation a secret, an overali pian for rear 
services support was not worked out in the front and the armies. The basic meas- 
ures to organize rear services support for the troops were drawn up graphically on 
amap. The directive (order) for the rear services was given only directly before 
the start of the operation. The specific missions for the rear services bodies in 
the troops and the chiefs of the services in preparing the rear services and supply- 
ing the troops were given personally by the deputy commander and the chief of the 
rear services staff of the front (army). 


Operational leadership over rear services support was provided in the course of an 
offensive by brief written and verbal instructions given personally or over the 
communications. Greater efficiency and clarity of control were significantly aided 
by the prompt familiarizing of the deputy commanders with the overall concept and 
plan of the operation, and their detailed knowledge of the operational-strategic 
situation and the expected prospects for its changes. This made it possibile for 
them to predict the development of events and to promptiy take the necessary meas- 
ures to correct the rear services support of the troops. Experience showed that 
the factor of prediction in the leaderahip of the rear eervicee aupport eyetem vas 
of primary eignifieance. 


Thus, the providing of steady and flexible leadership over the rear services in the 
operations was a diverse and complicated problem. Oniy with clear and actent fieal- 
ly organised contro! could the uninterrupted rear servicee support of the troope be 
@uatained, and, coneequertiy, the aucceeeful carrying out of the combat miasiona in 
the operations by them. 


in the course of the offensive operations during the third period of the wor, as is 
known, definite patterns and trends became apparent. Thus, particularly apparent 
was the very important principle of concentrating the basic resources of the rear 
services in the sector of the main thrust of the front (army) and the bringing of 
them as close a8 possible to the troops. The trend was firmly established of organ- 
izing the delivery of materiel forward, that is, from the superior rear services 
element to the inferior one, with the full responsibility of the senior chiefs 

for the prompt delivery of everything necessary for the subordinate troops. There 
was definitely a decline in the role of rail transport in the operational rear and 
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the replacing of it with more flexible types such as motor vehicie, air or pipe- 
iine 


As the caperienee of the war indicated, the structure of the rear headquarters 
bodies should be organized on the principle of one-man leadership and centralized 
leadership over rear services support. The deputy commanders for the rear services 
in the operational field forces were the main and fully empowered organizers in the 
rear services support of the troops. The factor of scientific prediction in direct- 
ing the rear services support system of the troops assumed ever-greater significance 
in the operation of the rear services, 


The experience gained by the troops in rear services support during the third 

period of the war, in a number of instances, has not lost its timeliness in our days. 
A profound study and correct use of it will contribute to a further improvement in 
the activities of the rear bodies, to a rise in their combat readiness and the ef- 
fectiveness of operations under present-day conditions. 

Combat experience must be studied creatively, in accord with the actual conditions 
for preparing for and conducting the operations. V. 1. Lenin emphasized that “it is 
impossible to learn to carry out one's missions with new methods at present if yes- 
terday's experience has not opened our eyes to the incorrectness of the old 


methods."" This fundamental Leninist concept should lie at the basis of all prac- 
tical work in the area of further developing and improving the Soviet Armed Forces, 


including the rear bodies. 
FOOTNOTES 
'’Sovetekiye Vooruzhennyye Sily” (Soviet Armed Forces), Voyenizdat, 1978, p 3547. 


~TsAMO SSSR (Central Archives of the USSR Ministry of Defense , folio of the Raii- 
road Troop Directorate, inv. 161872, file 9, sheet 1. 


‘ibid., folio 67, inv. 20087, file 277, sheet 11; inv. 20088, file 465, sheet 15. 
“"Tyl Sovetskikh Vooruzhennykh Sil v Velikoy Otechestvennoy Voyne" |The Rear 
Services of the Soviet Armed Forces in the Great Patriotic War|, Voyenizdat, 1977, 
p 144. 

*ibid., p 148, 

*Ibid., p 145. 

"ibid., p 287. 

*"V. I. Lenin, PSS ‘Complete Collected Works), Vol 44, p 205. 

COPYRIGHT: “Voyenno-istoricheskiy zhurnal”, 1980 


10272 
CSO: 8144/0358 


42 





NAVAL PORCDS: VISIT TO VIETNAM IN 1979 DESCRIBED 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 39-44 


‘Article published under the heading "Memoirs" by Candidate of Philosophical 
Sciences, Capt ist Rank V. Samarkin: “Among Our Vietnamese Friends" | 


(Text) In November 1979, a detachment of ships from the Pacific Fleet consisting 
of the missile-carrying cruiser "Admiral Pokin,"” the large ASW ship "Skoryy," and 
the destroyer "Vozbuzhdennyy” under the command of the first deputy commander of 
the Pacific Fleet, Vice Adm N. Yasakov, visited the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 
In the history of the Soviet and Vietnamese peoples, this was the first official 
visit of fighting ships. It occurred during the days of celebrating the 62d anni- 
versary of the Great October Socialist Revolution and the ist anniversaiy of the 
day of signing the Soviet-Vietnamese Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation. I hap- 
pened to participate in it as a representative of the Navy Political Directorate. 


We sailed out of Viadivostok on the missile-carrying cru‘ser “Admiral Pokin" which 
was to join up with the ships of the detachment in the South China Sea. Just before 
setting to sea, a meeting of the personnel was held on the poop of the cruiser. 

The commander of the detachment, Vice Adm N. Yasakov, reminded the sailors that the 
forthcoming visit would be an important contribution to the growing Soviet- 
Vietnamese friendship. it should show that fraternal cooperation between the USSR 
and Vietnam is carried out in all areas of social life, including the military. 

The commander of the detachment emphasized that the visit would occur in a difficult 
period, when the reactionary forces of the imperialist states headed by the United 
States were beginning 4 global offensive against detente, and were creating centers 
of tension in various regions of the world, including Southeast Asia. 


Vice Adm N. Yasakov and the other speakers at the meeting spoke angrily about the 
recent Chinese aggression against the freedom-loving people of Vietnam. Encouraged 
by the U.: rialists and their allies, the Chinese hegemonists in February- 
March 1979 ».. attacked Vietnam. The Vietnamese people and their soldiers had dealt 
a decisive rebuff to the invaders. 


The participants of the meeting, in profoundiy understanding all the complexity of 
the international situation and the particular features of the forthcoming cruise, 
assured the command that they would honorably carry out the set mission. 
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lhe crossing Of the Sea of Japan was comparatively calm, Life on the ship went on 
wcording to the established sehedule. The commander, Capt id Rank A, Samofal, and 
his deputy for political affairs, Capt Sd Rank L, Besharavaynyy, ably directed the 
activities of the crew and the party and Komsomol organizations In the crew's 
quarters and the battle stations, intense work was underway, The sailors partici- 
pated with great interest in talks, they listened to lectures on Vietnam, and be- 
came acquainted with the history of the Vietnamese people and their heroic struggle 
against foreign invaders, Symbolically, in the i5th century the Russian and Viet- 
namese peoples almost simultaneously began to fight against the common enemy of the 
Mongol-Tartar enslavers., 


Upon instructions of the senior political worker of the detachment, Capt ist Rank 

\, Semiletanko, around-the-clock duty was established for the political workers, 
They attended each instruction session and the going on watch of the personnel, they 
provided aid to the ship command in assigning the communists, party and Komsomol 
activists to the battle stations and departments, and among the communists of the 
cruise staff they created a party group which carried out active work among the 
sailors. 


rhe personne! of the cruiser were always up on things. Every 4-6 hours, the radio 

broadcast brief information on the military-political situation in the given mari- 

time area, and on events in our country and abroad. The cruiser had its own photo- 
graphic bulletin OKEANSKIM KURSOM By the Ocean Course. put out by the Navy Politi- 
cal Directorate for ships on long cruises. 


On the Sd day of the crossing, early in the morning, according to the existing tra- 
dition, off of Tsushima Island, the crew of the ship was formed up on the poop in 
order to pay honor to the Russian sailors who perished here in 1905. The sailors, 
petty officers and officers who spoke at the meeting vowed to always be ioyal to the 
glorious military traditions of the Russian Navy. They spoke about the necessity 

of raising combat readiness and vigilance, and always being on guard. 


During the cruise, the exercises in politica) and military training did not halt for 
4 Single day. One of the political exercises was devoted to the military-political 
situation in Southeast Asia. Participating in it were the detachment commander, the 
assigned political workers and the officers of the cruise staff. in the course of 
the exercises, the personne] provided a correct assessment of the aggressive in- 
trigues of the United States, the Beijing leadership and the reactionary forces of 
Japan in Southeast Asia. 


in the South China Sea, a single political day was held with the participation of 
the detachment commander, the deputy commander for poli*‘cal affairs and the offi- 
cers of the cruise staff. 


On the Sth day of the voyage, the ship crew had to execute the difficult but al- 
ready customary Mission of passing over mail to a submarine which was on a long 
cruise. \ meeting was held in the designated area. Here the process of handing 
over the mail took a little time. Although the sea was stormy, the rendezvous of 
the sub and ship was carried out normally. A line was thrown across from the 
cruiser and over this a bag with the mail in cellophane packaging was quickly trans- 
ferred to the sub. The mission was seemingly not difficult, but it required a good 
deai of skill from the crew. 
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On the expanses of the Soutn China Sea, the conditions of the cruise changed abrupt- 
ly. The temperature rose up to 25° Celsius, It became difficult to breathe as the 
aif was Saturated with moisture, The nighttime sky was unusual, scattered with 
dully twinkling Stars, At night, on the bridge, in the calm water the speed of the 
ship could not be felt, It seemed as if it was standing stil}. And ail of a sud- 
den there were hundreds of bright lights. These were fishing junks, small vessels 
with powerful generators, The bright light attracted the fish and they were caught 
by the fishermen, 


In the South China Sea, the missile-carrying cruiser "Admiral Fokin' met up with 
the large ASW ship "Skoryy” and the destroyer "Vozbuzhdennyy." The subsequent 
cruise was carried out by the entire detachment. 


In approaching Vietnam, preparations intensified to meet with the heroic people and 
their army and navy. in all the subunits of the ship, party and Komsomo! meetings 
were held, and a special exercise was held with the guides in front of the attrac- 
tive stands which would be put up for viewing on the day the ships were visited by 
the Vietnamese comrades. 


A difficult task fell on the detachment navigator, Capt ist Rank V. Popov, and the 
chief of the cruise staff, Capt ist Rank Yu. Deryabin. Under the conditions of a 
narrow and winding channel, a strong current and shallow depth in the Coacam River 
‘Red River), they had to bring the ships 13 miles upriver and promptly reach the 
assigned piers at the Port of Haiphong. 


By the evening of 4 November, we were approaching the shores of Vietnam. At 0200 
hours, along with a pilot, officers from the Vietnamese Navy arrived on the flag- 
ship. They affirmed the correctness of the decision for running up the river. In 
the predawn gioom, our ships entered the Coacam. Regardless of the early hour, many 
people had gathered on the shore, the islands and numerous junks. The workers of 
Vietnam warmly greeted the Soviet sailors. On the sides of our vessels were letters 
spelling out slogans in Vietnamese such as: “Long Live Soviet-Vietnamese Friend- 
ship!", "Glory to the Heroic Vietnamese People," and others. At the designated time, 
the salvoes of the salute to the nation resounded. 


At the pier, the Soviet sailors were welcomed by Comrade Chin Thai itung, a member 
of the Bureau of the Haiphong City Party Committee and the Deputy Chairman of the 
People's Committee of the City of Haiphong, and Sr Lt Comrade Doan Ba Khan, the 
deputy commander of the Vietnamese Navy. In welcoming us, Chin Thai Hung said that 
this visit would further strengthen the friendship and military solidarity between 
the Vietnamese and Soviet peoples. 


Upon arrival in Haiphong, Vice Adm N. Yasakov paid a visit to the first secretary of 
the Iluiphong City Party Committee and member of the VCP Vietnamese Communist Party) 
Central Committee, Bui Quong Tao, and to the chairman of the People's Committee of 
Haiphong, Doan Thuy Than, as well as to the Soviet Ambassador to Vietnam, Boris 
Nikolayevich Chaplin, and the Consul General to Vietnam, Feliks Fedorovich Konkin. 
On the same day, Vice Adm Yasakov was received at the Chief Staff of the Vietnamese 
Navy by the commander of the Vietnamese Navy, Maj Gen Dap Van Quyong, and the 
political commissar of the Vietnamese Navy, Maj Gen Hoang Cha. A warm and friendly 
conversation took place. 





Ihe Soviet sailors laid a wreath on the monument to the fallen soldiers in Haiphong, 
A press conference was heid on board the flagship for Vietnamese correspondents. 


In the evening at a Haiphong theater, 4 major concert was given for our sailors 
dedicated to the 62d anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution, With 
great skill the artists performed in Russian such Soviet songs as "Katyusha," 
"Moscow Lvenings,” and others. 


On the next day, a detachment of Soviet sailors accompanied by a band marched 
through the streets of Haiphong. The Vietnamese looked with inspiration at the rep- 
resentatives of the Soviet country, their flawless bearing and youth, Cries of 
greeting and good wishes were heard. 


Then our vessels were visited by the Soviet Ambassador to Vietnam, the Soviet Consul 
General, the ambassadors of the socialist countries, the commander of the Vietnamese 
Navy, and representatives from the party and administrative bodies of the cities of 
Haiphong and Hanoi. 


The inhabitants of Haiphong also visited the ships, including workers, representa- 
tives of the intelligentsia and servicemen. Particularly many inhabitants of 
Haiphong visited the ships during the days of the celebration of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. They came in entire families. The Vietnamese became ac- 
quainted with the life and service of our sailors. It was particularly lively 
around the photographic exhibits. The visitors carefully examined the photographs 
devoted to the life and activities of the Soviet Navy, and they asked many questions. 
they were interested in how the Soviet people lived, what service was like in the 
navy, what were the impressions about meetings with the people of Haiphong, what 

our sailors had liked when they visited the Vietnamese land, and so forth. The 
Vietnamese comrades inevitably emphasized the role and importance of the seifless 
aid of the Soviet Union to building socialism in Vietnam and in defending its vic- 
tories against enemies. They said that the Soviet people were the true friends of 
Vietnam, and were particularly grateful for our specialists, particularily physicians, 
who had been and were there then. The Vietnamese sailors had high praise for the 
aid given by our Navy in clearing the waters of the Gulf of Tonkin of mines, and in 
training the personnel of the Vietnamese Navy. 


uring the days of celebrating the 62d awiversary of Great October, the Haiphong 
City Committee and the City People's Comittee organized a reception for Soviet 
sailors. A group of officers headed by \ice Adm N. Yasakov was invited to the capi- 
tal of Socialist Vietnam, Hanoi. From Haiphong to Hanoi they drove along the 

Soacam River. Around us nature was enchanting with palm trees, piane trees, cane 
taller than a man and banana plants. November in Vietnas is considered a cold 
month, but the tenperature does not fall below 25°. 


We looked with interest at the smail plots of land which had been won away from the 
river and were enclosed by earth embankments. Each day through special channels, 
during the flood tide, water is let in, and drained out or the ebb tide. Here rice 
is grown. 


Rice, rice, everywhere rice. infrequently we came upon plots where it had already 
been harvested. In some places the land was being plowed for a new crop, and they 
were plowing almost the same way as they had scores and even hundreds of years ago, 
with buffaloes. 
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We were not surprised at this, For centuries the colonialists had destroyed the 
country and held up its development. The women worked in the fields while the men 
with weapons in hand fought the invaders, And at present in the north of Vietnam, 
there are fow representatives of the male population. The men are engaged in de- 
fending the frontiers of the fatherland. 


Still the nation lacks a great deal. There are few tractors and other agricultural 
equipment. For this reason manual labor still prevails. 


The Vietnamese people are exceptionally industrious. Under difficult conditions 
they are building the cities, restoring the plants and spanning rivers. Soviet 
Sailors traveled with excitement over the famous 5-km long bridge over the Red River 
which survived the days of fierce American bombing. 


Hanoi iS impressive in its greatness. Here picturesque nature has been beautifully 
combined with the creativity of human hands. The city has many magnificent build- 
ings and monuments of art and antiquity. in Hanoi fable is closely intertwined with 
reality. The inhabitants of Hanoi showed the Soviet sailors a iske located almost 
in the center of the city called the Lake of the Returned Sword. A museum is lo- 
cated on its islands where one of the main exhibits is a dried out gigantic turtle 
which is highly revered by the Vietnamese. Many believe that in antiquity it pre- 
sented the ancestor of the Vietnamese people with a sword by which he freed the 
country of foreign invaders. Since then the Vietnamese people have shown constant 
vigilance and are always ready to struggle for their freedom and independence. 


On 7 November, in lianoi, Vice Adm N. Yasakov was received by a member of the Polit- 
buro of the VCP Central Committee, the Prime Minister of the government of Vietnam, 
Comrade Pham Van Dong. The central organ of the VCP Central Committee, NHAN DAN, 
wrote: "Comrade Pham Van Dong welcomed the visit by the detachment of Soviet naval 
vessels and feels that this visit is a fine manifestation of the constantly growing 
friendship and military solidarity between the peoples, armies and navies of our 
two countries." The newspapers also reported on the reception of Vice Adm N. 
Yasakov by the member of the Politburo of the VCP Central Committee and Chief of 
the General Staff of the Vietnamese Army, Arm Gen Van Tien Dung, who in warmly 
welcoming the friendly visit by the Soviet naval vessels to Vietnam, said: “The 
visit by the detachment of Soviet naval vessels to Vietnam will provide a new im- 
petus for the building of socialism in our country and to the cause of defending 
the socialist fatherland, and its strengthens our confidence that our people will 
thwart all the intrigues by the reactionary clique of the Beijing leadership vis- 
a-vis Vietnam.” 


On the same day at the Ministry of Defense, the member of the VCP Central Committee, 
the deputy chief of the General Staff of the Vietnamese Army, Lt Gen Lich Chong Tan, 
gave a reception in honor of the Soviet sailors at which Lieh Chong Tan and N. 
Yasakov exchanged speeches. 


The Soviet sailors visited the mausoleum of Ho Chi Minh and saw the places where he 
lived and worked. The simplicity of the great son of the Vietnamese people was 
striking. The first president of Vietnam refused to live in the residence of the 
former masters of the city and country. He lived in a humbie house which was two 
open verandas: one 3x 4m in size served as a sleeping room, and the other of the 
same size as a working office. In a prominent place were the works of VI. Lenin 











which he did net part with all his life, tio Chi Minh was a simple man always ac- 
cessible to the working people, 


The last day of our visit to Vietnam was particularly full of measures. The ships 
were visited by a delegation from the Vietnamese-Soviet Friendship Society, and a 
match of the navy volleyball teams was organized. The members of the sailors’ 
amateur artistic ensemble gave a concert for the workers and men of the Vietnamese 
Army. 


From morning to evening the ships were visited by the inhabitants of Haiphong. The 
comment books contained many cordial entries: 


"T congratulate you on the holiday of the Great October Socialist Revolution. Let 
the Soviet Army and Navy be friends of the Vietnamese Army. Serviceman of the Viet- 
namese Army." 


"We, the Vietnamese women, having visited on board the Soviet naval ship, have seen 
the might of the Soviet Navy. We are proud of the Soviet Union. The friendship 
between the Vietnamese and Soviet peoples will live forever. We will always believe 
the Soviet people and the Soviet Army. 


"We wish you health and success in service." 


"I visited your ship with great joy. You, the Soviet heroes of the great socialist 
country, have demonstrated true solidarity and friendship between the two peoples 
and between the Vietnamese Army and the Soviet Army." 


An excursion through Hiaiphong was organized by bus for the Soviet sailors. The 
Vietnamese live humbly, they are simply but neatly dressed. In their homes much 
has been done by their own hands. The Vietnamese are great masters. From a young 
age the children are taught to sew, weave, glue, make pottery, and so forth. 


There is little public transport in the city. The basic type of conveyance is the 
bicycle. Both in the city and in the countryside, hundreds and thousands of bi- 
cyclists flow in close ranks toward each other. Close to Hanoi, along the main 
route, a special asphalted lane for bicyclists has been built. 


The Vietnamese people are still confronted with many difficulties. The country is 
lifting itself up by its bootstraps, and is steadfastly eliminating the consequences 
of the age-old colonial siavery and interv.ntion. In the north and in the south of 
Vietnam one can still see the traces of the barbarian U.S. aggression. The American 
interventionists showed exceptional cruelty against the peaceful population and 
killed and maimed hundreds of thousands of women, chiidren and old people. The 

U.S. troops and their mercenaries carried out "scorched earth" tactics, they poisoned 
plantings, destroyed forests, and created vast zones of desert. Vietnam is pro- 
viding great aid to the fraternal countries of Laos and Kampuchea. And the aggres- 
sor in the north cannot restrain itself. It constantly creates military provoca- 
tions and keeps large forces of its troops on the border with Vietnam. Restraint 

is necessary, and the greatest vigilance is necessary. The heroic Vietnamese 

people ied by the Communist Party are successfully building a socialist society. 
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tarly in the morning of 9 November, preparations for departure got underway, At 
the piers were thousands of Vietnamese citizens and servicemen. The farewells 

were touching. The young people, particularly the girls, endeavored to pass souve- 
nirs over to the Soviet sailors including folk crafts and broad straw hats, as well 
us flowers. And in return we presented them with sailor's caps. 


Long whistles by the ships announced the beginning of departure. Whistles also 
sounded from the pier and the vessels standing near us. Soon the detachment of 
ships was heading to home shores. 


We left the hospitable fraternal country with a feeling of sincere sadness and pride 
for the heroic Vietnamese people. We believe in the bright future of socialist 
Vietnam. No hardships or no obstacles will make the Vietnamese depart from their 
designated goal. 


Vietnam is not alone. The fraternal Soviet Union and the other countries of the 
socialist commonwealth are with it. The first official visit by Soviet naval ships 
to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam was carried out successfully. it demonstrated 
the unbreakable unity and solidarity between the Soviet and Vietnamese peoples, 
their armies and navies, and the readiness by collective effort to dependably pro- 
tect the socialist victories against encroachments by any aggressors. it has be- 
come one of the active forms of strengthening the military association of the 
navies of the Soviet Union and Socialist Vietnam, 


PHOTO CAPTIONS 
1. p 41. Soviet sailors on the streets of Hanoi (photo by WO ‘Michman) M. Rodin). 


2. p 43. Meetings of Soviet sailors with men of the Vietnamese Army. in the 
center, the commander of the special-purpose detachment, Sr Lt Do Viet 


Quyong. 
COPYRIGHT: ‘"Voyenno-istoricheskiy zhurnal", 1980 
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WARTIME OPERATIONS: YUGOSLAV ART OF WARFARE 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZCHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 50-61 


(Article published under the heading "In the Armies of Socialist Countries" by 
Colonel of the Yugoslav People's Army Nikola Anic (Nikola Anich): “Art of Warfare 
in the People's Liberation Army of Yugoslavia in the National Liberation War of 
1941-1945") 


‘Excerpts’ The military art of the People's Liberation Army of Yugoslavia (PLAY) 
developed in the course of the national liberation war against the Nazi occupiers, 
their allies, as well as their supporters, the Quislings and counterrevolutionary 
forces. The content of the military art of the PLAY was determined by the policy 
of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia (CPY) on the questions of national defense 
during the prewar years and in the course of the war, as well as by the nature and 
objectives of the people's liberation movement. 


The main features in the military art of the PLAY during the previous war were of- 
fensiveness and initiative. Offensiveness was the principle, and initiative pre- 
dominated in all the methods of armed combat and combat operations. In the course 
of offensives, the enemy's actions were checked. Our army imposed its will on the 
enemy, and forced the battle to be carried out in accord with the militury art of 
the PLAY. And regardiess of the fact that the enemy was better armed and had 
numerical superiority, the men of the PLAY won one victory after another. 


befensive in the people's liberation war was not accepted either as a strategic 
concept or as a type of strategic operations. It represented a type of operational 
and tactical action within the framework of a continuous strategic offensive during 
the entire people's liberation war. This was a reflection of the revolutionary and 
offensive nature of the liberation struggle. Defense wos characterized by dynamic 
and bold maneuvers and active operations. A maneuver is an inseparable element of 
combat operations. Due to it it was possible to neutralize the numerical and tech- 
nical superiority of the enemy. A maneuver, as a rule, was employed together with 
active defenses on a front with strikes in the flank and rear of the enemy grouping. 
Its effectiveness was also achieved by the great mobility of the troops and the 
exceptional tenacity of the men in the PLAY. In the first stage of the war, man- 
euvers were improved within the framework of tactical operations, and nevertheless 
in their aggregate they made it possible to achieve operational and strategic re- 
sults, since liberated territories were created, the occupation system of the enemy 
was substantially undermined, and its forces were scattered over significant 
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distances, With the formation of brigades and later divisions and corpse, new op 
portunities arose for maneuvering in the aim of broadening afd strengthening the 
people's liberation Movement. Strategic maneuvering in the people's liberation war 
was determined both by Silitary-strategic as well a8 political goals it stemmed 
from the political and military strategy of the people's liberation war 


in the Milatary art of the PLAY, the grouping of forces also occupied 4 prominent 
place, The initial form of the strategic grouping was expressed in the broad dis: 
tribution of forces according to the areas of the Yugoslav theater of war. And the 
eenter of gravity was on the territory outside of cities By this Maximum use was 
achieved of a larger portion of the human and material resour-es for conducting 
armed combat. As a result, the occupation forces were scattered over vast terri 
tories and assumed 4 passive position, This made it possible for the PLAY to gradu 
ally achieve superiority over the enemy and ensure strategic initiative, Another 
form of the strategic grouping was the creation of the operational group of the 
Supreme Staff of the PLA People's Liberation Army and the PY Partisan Detach 
ments of Yugoslavia , and later also other operational strategic groupings which 
represented a strong Saneuverable means for conducting large offensive operations 
and for winning initiative in the entire theater of war 


The Supreme Staff of the PLA and PDY directed combat operations proceeding from a 
unity of the military and political objectives of the armed struggic and the people's 
liberation movement in al! the stages of the war. Such coordination was possibie 
with the caistence of a unified military art on ail Yugosiay territory with the uni- 
fied objectives, unified armed forces and with a common armed struggic. Also well 
organized was the strategic cooperation of the PLAY with the Red Army during the 
period of the liberation of the eastern regions of Serbia and particularily in the 
Beigrad Operation. 


Surprise was one of the essential principles in the military art of the PLAY. By 
combining various methods of armed struggle and military operations with political 
and other activities in the Yugoslav theater of war, a situation was created in 
which the enemy objectively could not avoid unexpected strikes, regardless of the 
measures employed by it. 


Continuity and intensity of combat operations were also essential traits in the 
military art of the PLAY. These were achieved by daytime and nighttime operations 
on all levels, as well as by making strikes against ali elements of the enemy de- 
fenses. This forces the enemy to be under constant stress, to scatter its forces 
and thus remain passive. liowever, a maximum expenditure of effort was also re- 
quired from the PLAY troops. 


The military art of the PLAY did not know hopeless situation even when individual 
operational groupings were surrounded by superior enemy forces, and regardiess of 
the fact that as a whole the people's liberation war was waged in a complete stra- 
tegic encirclement, thousands of kilometers away from the Allied Fronts, under 
rather difficult conditions with a shortage of materie!. 


The operation, as a form of action, was carried out at the very outset of the re 
volt, and was related to the actions of the partisan detachments in Western serbia 
in 1941. Later on it was so developed that it became the prevailing form of combat 
Operations. Operations usually represented several interrelated engagements, 





buttios and other forms of combat actions afd resistance, Uperational and terri- 
torial troops and sociopolitical organizations participated in them. They also en- 
LOompassed the enemy rear, This was a particular feature of then. 


In the concluding period of the people's liberation war, many offensive and several 
Jetensive operations were carried out, and these encompassed significant terri- 
tories, They were conducted by the troops and by the partisans. The operational 
troops operated on the front, and the operational-partisan ones in the enemy rear, 
Their actions were interrelated by the common strategic objective, by the unified 
command and by the unified general concept of the maneuver. 


Along with land combat operations, an armed struggle aiso developed on the Adriatic 
Sea and the islands. The initial methods and forms of armed struggle had the nature 
of sabotage and subversion, and later other methods were employed, for example, an 
attack on enemy ses transport, Subsequently, a true partisan war developed here, 
After the surrender of Italy in September 1945, armed struggle at sea grew into 
joint hostilities by the operational and partisan forces. This was expressed in 
the carrying out of joint operations by land and sea forces. At the end of the war, 
the Yugoslav navy had 258 ships and vessels of various types. 


One of the main tasks of the PLAY consisted in attacking enemy lines of communica- 
tions which were of strategic importance for the enemy. It used them for moving 
troops, weapons and equipment to the Sovie.-German Front, to the Mediterranean and 
North Africa, as well as for conducting operations against the PLA and PDY. The 
fascists also transported the plundered riches of our country over these communica- 
tions. For this reason, from the start until the end of the war, the enemy care- 
fully defended and protected them, allocating significant men and equipment for this. 
The tactics of the «truggle on the lines of communications was diverse. It included 
surprise and brief strikes, raids and ambushes, the destruction of the lines of con- 
munications and their mining. The struggle was conducted by units of the armed 
forces (operational and territorial troops), by special sabotage units as well as 
the population. 


During the people's liberation war, an armed struggle also developed in the cities. 
Virtually all strata of the population resisted the occupiers. The basic methods 

of action were sabotage, subversion, assault and attach, and sometimes aiso large- 
scale attacks with the aim of seizing, holding and keeping individual important 
urban objects until the approach of forces from the front or the partisan units. 
There were sabotage, combat and assault groupings of varying composition made up for 
carrying out one or many missions. They consisted predominantly of the youth, men- 
bers of the CPY and Yugosiay Youth Union and anti fascists. 


in the course of the war the PLAY had to solve difficult problems related to the 
replenishing of the troops, their supply, and the treating of sick and wounded. 

The troops did not have bases, depots, plants, factories or any material supplies. 
The basic source of support was supply from the population, captured equipment, and 
in the later period, Allied aid. Naturally, these problems had to be considered in 
carrying out all the political and military tasks during the peopie's liberation 
war. The necessity of treating sick and wounded and protecting them often necessi- 
tated the going over to a decisive defensive or frontal operations, as was the case, 
for example, in the batties of Neretva and Suteska 
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The leadership of the people's liberation war was completely concentrated in the 
hands of the higher leading bodies, the CPY Central Committee and the Supreme statf 
of the PLA and PD), which were based upon the party and homsomo! cadres. The mils 
tary knowledge of the command personnel from the very outset of the revolt was sys 
tomatically increased under the difficult conditions of an armed struggle. Various 
vourses and officers schools were organited, and 28,000 students went through then. 
A portion of the command personnel was trained by the Allies. The USSR trained 

500 tankmen for the PLAY, * 


the higher military leading body during the people's liberation war was the Supreme 
Statt of the PLA and PDY, and from i March 1945, the General Staff of the Yugosiay 
Army. the Supreme Staff included members of the Politburo and several members of 
the CPY Central Committee, and loter certain military leaders. Initiaily the staff 
performed political and military functions. Later, from the end of i042, ite polit- 
ical functions were turned over to the Antifascist Council for the People's Libera- 
tion of Yugoslavia. The Supreme Staff was completely shifted to working out mi li- 
tary art and military theory and to the organizational development of the armed 
forces, it provided an overall direction and instructions, and carried out direct 
leadership of the people's liberation war over the entire territory of Yugoslavia 
through the national, regional and other staffs. Main staffs were organized in all 
the present-day socialist republics and regions of Yugoslavia from the very outset. 
This was caused not only by military necessity, but was also 4 practical solution 
to the nationality question and national seif-determination. These staffs, together 
with the national leading party bodies, on the basis of the overall directives of 
the Supreme Staff and the CPY Central Committee, proceeding from the mi litary- 
political situation in the country, settled the questions of conducting ihe war and 
revolution. 


Josip Broz Tito was the Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the PLA and POY, and later 

the Yugosiav Army. He, as the General Secretary of the CPY Central Committee, at 
the same time headed both the Main and then the Supreme Staff. In this position 
Tito showed himself to be not oniy a leading political figure in the party, but also 
the creator, skillful organizer and leader of the people's liberation army, as well 
as a true leader of the liberation movement. 


During the 4-year liberation war of the peoples and nationalities of Yugoslavia, 

in the struggle against the numerically and technically superior enemy, the Peopie's 
Liberation Army or the Yugoslav Army was created. Along with the people the army 
victoriously conciuded the war and revolution on the territory of our country. The 
armed forces of the people's liberation movement created in the process of the armed 
struggic by the end of the war had grown into a modern army of 800,000 men. The 
formation and development of the PLAY from partisan detachments to armies affirmed 
the necessity of creating armed forces and conducting an armed struggle under the 
conditions of the occupation of the nation. 


The military art of the PLAY or Yugoslav Army, in stemming from the nature of the 
liberation and revolutionary war, was expressed in various methods of armed combat 
and other forms of resistance, the objective and purpose of which were the liberation 
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*In addition, the USSR trained 4,516 aviation specialists --td 
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of the country and the establishing of 4 few, popular power, and the socialist 
transformation of Yugoslavia. A particular feature of the military art of the 
PLAY was the imposing on the enemy of our method of conducting the war, and gradu- 
aily altering the balance of forces in favor of our army, The military art of the 
PLAY became @ significant factor of victory in the people's liberation war, It en- 
riched the theory and practice of Military art in the liberation and revolutionary 
wats 
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MILITARY THEORY: ENGELS’ CONTRIBUTION NOTED 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oet 80 pp 62-67 


\Article published under the heading "Scientific tuformation" by Docent, Doctor of 
Historical Sciences, Col V. Shumikhin: "A Great Expert on Military Affairs") 


(Text, 28 November marks the 160th birthday of Friedrich Engels, one of the found- 
ers of scientific communism, the leader of the international proletariat and the 
associate and friend of Karl Marx. Engels was an outstanding theoretician and 
thinker and 4 passionate fighter for the cause of the working class. With his cre- 
ative genius, he encompassed virtually all questions of revolutionary theory and 
practice, and made an enormous contribution to philosophy, political economy, the 
theory of scientific socialism, the strategy and tactics of the class struggle of 
the proletariat, to natural science, linguistics and other sciences. “It is im- 
possible to understand Marxism and it is impossible to treat it completely without 
considering all the works of Engels," wrote V. 1. Lenin. ' 


Engeis' role in the area of military affairs was exceptionally great. He was the 
founder of Marxist military science and the first military theoretician of the 
working class. The critical reworking by Engels of all the previous military theo- 
retical heritage, and the application of dialectical materialism to an understand- 
ing of war and military affairs marked a revolutionary change in the views of these 
probloms and the appearance of a qualitatively new proletarian military science. 


The military talent of Engels was highly regarded by K. Marx. "...You will soon 
be recognized as the first military authority in London ,"? he wrote with pride of 
the impression which was produced on the English by the brilliant and profoundly 
reasoned articles by his associate in the press on military questions. And we 
should also note the description given to Friedrich Engels by Wilhelm Liebknecht 
who wrote: “If a revolution had occurred again during his lifetime, we would have 
had in Engels our Carnot, the organizer of armies and victories, 4 military think- 
er." Engels was also called a great military expert by V. I. Lenin who urged the 
communists to learn from him a serious attitude and tenacity in the mastery of 
military knowledge. © 


F. Engels showed an interest in military affairs while a young man. In 1841-1842, 
in serving his military obligation in the Prussian Guards Artillery, he gained sig- 
nificant military experience. In addition, Engels took a most active part in the 
revolutionary battles which developed in May-July 1849 in the Rhineland and in 
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Southwestern Germany, in Liberfelde, Pfale and Baden, Being the aide of A, Willich, 
the commander of a detachment of volunteers in the rebel Badden-?falz Army, they 
worked out together the plans for military operations and led the rebel subunits in 
carrying out the most difficult and dangerous combat missions. 


During the days of the battles, Friedrich Engels was always on the frontiine, and 
he showed courage, bravery, initiative and resourcefulness, Ne was concerned with 
providing the troops with weapons and ammunition, he maintained contact with other 
units iu went out on reconnaissance. In the retreat, he was Cogether with the 
rebels who covered the retreat of the main forces, When the revolt was finally 
defeated, he with the last units of the revolutionary army ieft Germany and crossed 
into Swiss territory. 


In the middle of November 1850, the German emigre and revolutionary settled in 
Manchester. Here, along with working out the political ideas of Marxism, he began 
a systematic study of military affairs. "...1 have begun cramming in military 
sciences," he wrote in one of his letters of 19 June 1851.° K. Marx also noticed 
that after personal involvement in the Baden Campaign of 1849, "Engels made a study 
of military questions his speciality.” 


The decision to take up this difficult problem was dictated primarily by political 
considerations. tLngels realized what enormous significance “the military aspect 
of the matter would assume in the coming movement," that is, under the conditions 
of the preparations for and carrying out of a proletarian revolution. ® 


The range of military problems of interest to Engels was unusually broad. He work- 
ed out the most important concepts about the origin of war and its class essence, 
the nature of wars and the attitude of the proletariat to them, on the role of the 
masses of people, as well as the material and moral factors in a war. Engels was 
the first Marxist theoretician who disclosed the class nature of an army and its 
purpose. lle also demonstrated the ability to extract from the history of armed 
struggle of various times and peoples the lessons and experience needed for the 
successful actions of the working class in revolutionary battles. 


Engels appeared as a military theoretician for the first time in a series of arti- 
cles on the June revolt of 1848 in Paris. These were published in NEUE RHEINISCHE 
ZEITUNG. Written during the days of the batties and soon after their end, they 
are alive with the pathos of the struggle and at the same time provide a profound 
analysis of the causes and define the significance of the revolt. 


in taking up the course of revolutionary events, Engels analyzed in detail the 
military organization of the Parisian workers, he drew 4 number of important con- 
clusions on the nature, significance and methods of che street and barricade fight 
under the specific conditions of those times, he vividly described the exceptional 
valor and self-sacrifice of the rebels in the uneven engagement, he disclosed their 
mistakes and explained (from the military viewpoint) in what instance the Parisian 
proletariat could have won. 


The initial ideas of Marxist teachings about the preparations for and carrying out 
of an armed revolt as a higher form of the revolutionary struggle were elaborated 


by Engels in many other works. He emphasized that "a revolt is an art, precisely 
as is a war and the other types of art."9 He felt that a revolutionary party 


56 


OO SSSSSSSS'S "= 











should never toy with a revolt if there was no conviction to carry things out to 
the end, 48 s00n 4s 4 revolt was started, it was essential to act with the greatest 
determination and to go over to the offensive, as an offensive was death to any 
armed revolt, It was necessary to catch the enemy unaware while its troops were 
still scattered; each day new although even small successes had to be achieved; a 
moral predominance had to be kept and this provided the first successful movement 
of the rebels; vaciliating elements had to be attracted; they would always follow 
the stronger and be on the more secure side; the enemy had to be forced to retreat 
before it could recover its forces.'© These rules of armed revolt which have now 
already become classic were worked out by V. |. Lenin in his works "The Bolsheviks 
Should Take Power," "Marxism and Revolt,"' "The Advice of an Outsider," and others, 
and then were brilliantly carried out in October 1917, in Petrograd. The leader 
of the Bolshevik party, in making preparations for an armed action by the Russian 
proletariat against the bourgeois Provisional Government, worked out the question 
of the staff of the revoit, the choice of the direction of the main thrust, the 
necessity of a predominant superiority of forces in the main sector, and so forth. 
He particularly stressed that the decisive carrying out of the plan of the revolt 
required from the rebels “art and triple boldness."!! 


The elaboration of the teachings about armed revolt which have become part of the 
treasurehouse of Marxist-Leninist science, aS 4 most important component in the 
theory of proletarian revolution, is the greatest accomplishment of Engels and 
Lenin to the international communist and workers movement. 


In the period of national liberation wars which followed after the revolutions of 
1848-1849, Friedrich Engels closely observed the national liberation struggle of 
the suppressed peoples. He welcomed the rise of the movement of the Southern Slavs 
(against the Turkish yoke), as well as the Poles, Czechs, Mungarians and italians. 


Lngels showed unflagging attention and sympathy for the struggle for national lib- 
eration of the Chinese, Indian and other peoples of the East, in coming out de- 
cisively for the right of the enslaved peoples to employ every possibie means, in- 
cluding a liberation war, against the powerful military machine of the colonialists. 
His numerous articles devoted to this struggle served, along with the corresponding 
articles by Marx, as the basis for a scientific elaboration of the national- 
colonial question. 


Lngels showed himseif to be a profound expert on military affairs in his numerous 
publications on the Crimean War of 18535-1856, the Civil War in the United States of 
186)-1865, and the Franco-Prussian War of 18°0-1871. His extensive knowledge on 
military theory and history was also published in the articles prepared by him for 
the "New American Encyclopedia” (published in 1857-1861). One of the largest was 
the article on the “Army.” In it Engels provided a thorough description of an army 
as an implement of war, he recreated the picture of its evolution, starting from 
antiquity (the age of the Pharaoh Ramses II) up to the second half of the 19th 
century. He showed the national features of armies in different countries, the 
social and political causes of their flourishing and decline. "Your ‘Army’ is 
magnificent..." wrote Marx to him. '¢ 


A major contribution of Engels as a military theoretician was his materialistic 
explanation of the origin and essence of wars and armies during the various stages 
of the history of mankind. He repudiated the previously predominant idealisti: 


5/7 








thesis about the eternal nature of wars and armies, and showed that they arose with 
A class society, With the elimination of social antagonisms, wars will disappear 
along with their implements, armies and weapons, 


The classic work by Lngels "Anti-Duhring” (1878) became a compendium of Maraist 
Views on the fundamental questions of war, the army and military science. In this 
work he criticized the idealistic theory of violence. "Nothing so depends upon 
economi. conditions,” he stated in "Anti-Duhring," "as precisely the army and navy. 
The weapons, effective strength, organization, tactics and strategy depend primarily 
upon the level of production achieved at the given moment and upon the means of com- 
munications."”'? "The entire organization of armies and the methods employed by them 
in conducting combat, and along with this the victories and defeats, are dependent 
upon the material, that is, economic, conditions: upon the human material and upon 
weapons, and consequently, upon the quality and quantity of the population and upon 
equipment ,"''* 


The works of Friedrich Engels contain not only a brilliant analysis of military 
affairs in his contemporary and preceding periods of history, but also they antici- 
pate the paths of the further development of military affairs. Particularly import- 
ant scientific predictions were made in the last decade of Engels’ life. He very 
attentively followed all the changes in international relations, since at this time 
two opposing blocs of the major imperialist powers of Europe had begun to form: 

the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy) and the Entente (England, 
France and Russia). 


in analyzing the reasons for the growth of military expenditures caused by the con- 
tinuous improvement in military equipment, Lenin proved that this suicidal policy 
would lead either to the economic ruin of the participants in the ever-accelerating 
arms race, or to a destructive war which "should be fiercer, bloodier, more expen- 
sive and exhausting than any of the previous wars."!° 


[he great theoretician of Marxism predicted that the imminent war inevitably would 
assume the nature of a world-wide military conflict. The contradictions between 
the basic European countries represented such a complicated knot that the possi- 
bility of local wars was improbable. "...The one who acts first would provoke a 
universal world war,"'® he feit. 


In the introduction to Borkheim's pamphiet "In Memory of the Hurrah-Patriots of 
1806-1807," Engels wrote that the coming war “would be a world war of previously 
unprecedented scope and unprecedented force. From 8 to 10 million soldiers would 
strangle each other and pick clean all of Europe beyond the worst of the swarms of 
locusts.” 


The initiator of the world war, in the opinion of Engels, would probably be the 
aggressive German Empire founded by Bismarck. "...For Prussia or Germany," he 
pointed out, “at present anything else than a world war is impossible."'® And 
Engels' prediction on the inevitability of its military defeat came true. He felt 
that a world-scale military conflict could last for 4 years and would bring Germany 
only hardship “and shot-through bones."!? 


In warning of the coming danger of a world war, Engels constantiy urged the Euro- 
pean socialists, the working class and all workers to resist its start in every 
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possible way and to act against the inflating of the military budgets and arms race, 
He proved that the working class and its party had no grounds to desire a war, for 
they would be the first to feel its hardships and suffer the greatest losses. The 
socialists, Friedrich Engels pointed out, “are interested in maintaining peace, for 
precisely they must pay for all the costs of the war.''?° 


Running a8 a constant theme through Engels' statements is the notion that peaceful 
conditions are better for the development of a revolution, and that the bourgeoisie 
would endeavor to use a military situation for making heavy blows against the 
workers movement and instigating chauvinistic and nationalistic moods. A war, 
wrote, "would cause the violent and universal suppression of our movement," | 

"a war, if it is started, would be waged only in the aim of impeding revolution 


Engels urged like-thinking revolutionaries and the broad masses of the proletariat 
to decisively resist the military aspirations of the bourgeois governments and 
party, and to rebuff the chauvinistic attitudes in their own ranks. He repeatedly 
omphasized that the working masses are the most consistent fighters for peace, and 
that the struggle against military danger is the international duty of the prole- 
tarians of all countries. "...An alliance of the workers of all countries," taught 
Engels, "ultimately will eradicate any wars."'?? 


The militaristic plans of the ruling circles should be resisted by the working 
class, in the opinion of the proletarian strategist, by a program of struggle for 
reducing weapons and for a firm and lasting peace. Engels worked out and stated 
this program in a series of articles entitled "Can Europe Disarm" published in 1895. 
The concrete proposals made in it, the feasibility of which was convincingly and 
clearly proven by him from the military, political and economic viewpoint within 

the then-existing bourgeois society, were, in essence, the first program elaborated 
in detail to fight for the limitation of weapons and the prevention of war. 


The scientifically sound proposals of Engels on the enormous possiblities of the 
working masses of the world in the struggle for peace and universal disarmament 

are particularly timely in our days when the imperialist powers headed by the United 
States are endeavoring to reject the Leninist principle of peaceful coexistence 
among states with different social systems, for they are resisting with ali force 

a lessening of international tension and are planning a new war against the Soviet 
Union and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth. 


Engels did not limit himself to depicting the gigantic scope and devastating nature 
of a future war or the improbable sacrifices and numberless calamities which it 
would bring mankind. He also voiced the firm conviction that a coming war would 
cause a universal economic and political crisis which would shake the very founda- 
tions of bourgeois society. 


In no way linking the possibility of a proletarian revolution with only military 
cataclysms, Engels at the same time endeavored to outline a strategy and tactics for 
the socialists in the event that a world war would still break out. His basic idea 
consisted in the following. If it was impossible to prevent a war, and the working 
class still did not possess sufficient forces for carrying out this very difficult 
task, then the socialist parties should use the crisis for overthrowing the bour- 
geois order and capturing political power by the proletariat. 
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A war in which the party of the working class would carry out this revolutionary 

line "should either lead to an immediate victory of socialism or so shake the old 
order of things and leave after itself such a pile of ruins that the existence of 
the old capitalist society would be even more impossible than before... ."'?° 


In the previously mentioned introduction to Borkheim's pamphiet, Engels, in turning 
directly to the ruling classes, expressed the same notion: "If nothing more remains 
for you than to commence the last great military dance...if you un!leosh the forces 
which you will later be unable to control, then, no matter what h |. ens, at the 

end of the tragedy you will be a ruin, and the victory of the proletariat will 
either already be won or will be inevitable." ‘ 





"What a genial prophecy!" wrote V. I. Lenin on the given prediction many years 
luter, at the end of World War I. “How infinitely rich in thoughts is each phrase 
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of this precise, clear, terse and scientific class analysis! 


\mong the military works by Engels, a special place is held by the incomplete manu- 
script “Possibilities and Prospects of a War of the Holy Alliance Against France in 
i852." It formulated the most important theoretical concepts on the ways for the 
development of military art in the armies of the victorious proletarian revolution. 
Engels pointed out that these armies which must defend the actual fatherland of the 
proletariat would therefore possess unprecedented might. The gigantic growth of the 
productive forces of the new society and the flourishing of technology and culture 
would lie at the basis of the continuous increase in their massness, maneuverability 
and striking power. "In precisely the same way that a proletarian revolution in 
industry will consist not in eliminating steam engines but rather increasing their 
number, so in military affairs it will not be a question of reducing the size 

of the army and its mobility, but on the contrary, raising both to a higher level .’2° 


Engels made inspired predictions on the new military science which would become "the 
necessary product of new social relations,"°? and on the new, proletarian method of 
conducting a war which was more effective than all the previous ones. ‘The emanci- 
pation of the proletariat...," he wrote, “will have its particular reflection in 
military affairs and will create its own particular, new military method."?°? 


History in the example of our country has affirmed Engels’ correctness. Having 
adopted and creatively developed the military theoretical heritage of K. Marx and 

F. Engeis, V. 1. Lenin worked out the teachings on the defense of the socialist 
fatherland. Under the direct leadership of V. |. Lenin and the Communist Party, 

the powerful Soviet Armed Forces were created, and these for 65 years now have 
dependably guarded and defended the victories of the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion and the creative labor of the Soviet people. 


lime has not taken its toll on the military theoretical heritage of Friedrich Engels, 
regardless of the unceasing attempts by bourgeois military theoreticians and his- 
torians to distort his most important theses and conclusions. Enriched under new 
historical conditions with new experience and raised to new heights in the works of 
V. I. Lenin, the decisions of party congresses and the plenums of the CPSU Central 
Committec, in the USSR Constitution and the works of L. I. Brezhnev, Marxist- 
Leninist teachings about war and the army serve as an unshakable theoretical and 
methodological basis for the organizational development and strengthening of the 
Soviet Armed Forces and the armies of the other socialist states, and as a constant 
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guide to action and the organizing of the armed defense of socialism against en- 
croachments by the imperialists and any other aggressors. The continuous process 
of mastering these teachings by our military personne] as well as their carrying out 
are one of the main conditions for the high combat readiness and capability of the 
Soviet Armed Forces. 
FOOTNOTES 

'V. 1, Lenin, PSS Complete Co) lected Works), Vol 26, p 953. 

°K. Marx and F, Engels, "Soch.” (Works), Vol 33, p 25. 

‘'L. N. Carnot (1755-1825) was a talented leader of the armed struggle of revolu- 

tionary France against the interventionists and Royalists during the French Revo- 

lution of 1789-1794, 
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Politizdat, 1956, p 137. 


‘See V. I. Lenin, PSS, Vol 10, p 340. 

X. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch.," Vol 37, p 485. 
’Ibid., Vol 29, p 475. 

Sibid., Vol 27, p 485. 

*Ibid., Vol 8, p 100. 
'Otbid. 
‘lv. [. Lenin, PSS, Vol 34, p 384. 
'2K. Marx and F. Engeis, "Soch.," Vol 29, p 154. 
''ibid., Vol 20, p 171. 
'“Ibid., p 175. 
'Sibid., Vol 36, p 590. 
\Stbid., p S31. 

‘7fbid., Vol 21, p 361. 

'Stbid. 
'9Ibid., Vol 45, p 121. 


201bid., Vol 21, p 327. 


61 





“'ibid., Vol 37, p 140, 

“«Ibid., Vol 21, p 327. 

‘Sibid., Vol 17, p S. 

“*Tbid., Vol 22, pp 259-260, 

*tbid., Vol 21, p 361. 

»V. LL, Lenin, PSS, Vol 36, p 473. 

°"k. Marx and F, Engels, "Soch.," Vol 7, p 510 
ibid, 

‘Ibid. , p 509, 


COPYRIGHT: ‘“Voyenno-istoricheskiy zhurnal", 1980 


10272 
CSO: 8144/0558 





BOOK REVIEW: KAPITSA'S BOOK ON CHINA'S FOREIGN POLICY 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 73-75 


[Review by Docent and Candidate of Historical Sciences, Col I. Slivin, of the book 
"KNR: Tri Desyatiletiya--Tri Politiki" (The PRC: Three Decades--Three Policies), by 
M. S. Kapitsa, Moscow, Politizdat, 1979, 576 pages) 


(Text) The ideology and policy of Maoism and the practices of the Chinese leaders 
are a continuous chain of betrayals and treachery to the principles of Marxism- 
Leninism and proletarian internationalism, to the interests of the international 
workers and communist movement, and the siding with the reactionary forces of im- 
perialism, aggression and fascism acting against the countries of the socialist 
commonwealth and the working masses who are fighting for national and social lib- 
cration. The listed factors are convincingly brought out by the recently published 
fundamental research of Prof M S. Kapitsa reviewed here. It has been worked out 
on the basis of extensive factuai material, and contains a profound analysis of the 
domestic and foreign political course of the Chinese leaders and their hegemonistic, 
great-power aims which have led to the class, ideological and moral decline of the 
Chinese leaders. 


The first decade of the development of the PRC was characterized by the carrying out 
of a policy of active cooperation with the USSR and the other socialist countries, 
and by its participation in the struggle against imperialism and colonialism and for 
the maintaining of peace. However, even in 1953-1958, as is pointed out in the book, 
in the foreign policy of China there appeared elements of great-power chauvinism and 
adventurism. This was expressed in the duplicity of Mao Zedung in his attitude 
toward the USSR, in the attempts to intervene in the internal affairs of other 
states, in the desire to take command of certain socialist countries, in the appear- 
ance of the sinister "theory" of the utility of nuclear war for revolution, and in 
the advancing of territorial claims on neighboring countries (p 160). 


in the second decade the Maoists assumed positions of rabid anti-Sovietism, and went 
over to an overt struggle against the socialist commonwealth and communist parties, 
and to attempts to isolate the national liberation movement from the other revolu- 
tionary forces and put it under their control. At the same time they began to seek 
out ways to restore and strengthen relations with the imperialist powers. From 
1960, the Maoists began to eradicate among party members and later among the entire 
population the feeling of fraternal friendship for the USSR, in preparing an abrupt 
about-face in foreign policy. 
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The overt transition of the Beijing leadership to the positions of imperialism oc- 

curred in the third decade, It saw and presently sees the main means tor achieving 
its hegemonistic aspirations in achieving a military clash between the USSK and the 
United States under the condition that the very instigators remain on the sidelines 
vf events. Hence the desperate resistance to any steps in the area of a lessening 

of international tension and the desire to exacerbate the situation in various re- 

gions of the world 


lhiving declared the USSR to be number-one enemy, the Maoist renegades drew closer 
und closer to aggressive U.S. imperialism, the bloody regimes of Chile and South 
\frica and other antipopular regimes, actually becoming their supporter in the 
struggle against the national liberation revolutions and socialism. In this regard 
the author rightly comments that "the logic of class betrayal has led the Chinese 
leadership from leftist-extremist, pseudorevolutionary positions to a direct 
military-political siding with world imperialism, and to the turning of the ideolo- 
gy and policy of Beijing into a variety of bourgeois anticommunism"’ (p 5). 


(he perfidious, aggressive essence of the great-power, hegemonistic policy of the 
Beijing leadership was particularly apparent in the naked piratical attack on Viet- 
num. Precisely this policy at present represents a serious threat to peace 
throughout the world. 


The notorious "theory of three worlds" was proclaimed in April 1974 as a global 
forcign policy concept of Beijing. It has replaced the class approach in the place- 
ment of forces on the world scene by the nationalistic "principle" of the grouping 
of states regardless of the sociopolitical system, proceeding merely from their 
opportunity to participate in the struggle for achieving the hegemonistic aims of 
the Chinese leadership. This "theory" should justify the class betrayal of Beijing 
and its siding with imperialism and the reaction. 


[The concept of the “inevitability” and the "utility" of a new world war is the 
busic ideological doctrine aimed at aggravating the situation in the world. How- 
ever, having encountered sharp condemnation by the world community, the ruling 
Chinese upper clique has somewhat modernized the thesis of the "inevitability" of 
war, having supplied it with an addendum on the probability of "deferring" war until 
the end of the current century. 


The main aim of the Beijing leadership at present is to create a "great China" and 
to turn it into a powerful militaristic state. And behind the external socialist 
phrascology is concealed the fixed strategic aim of "turning China into the main 
power of the world which can dictate its wil. to other states..." (p 3). In pub- 
licizing in every possible way the program of "Four Mode: nizations," the Maoist 
leadership has made every effort to increase military might. At the 11th CCP Cong- 
ress and after it, specific tasks were set in the area of militarization: to 

"make headway and strengthen preparations for war"; "not only to strengthen but also 
accelerate” the modernization of the army; "to increase the equipping of the army 
to a new level" primarily in the area of nuclear missile weapons, the aviation and 
navy (pp 342-343). These goals are to be realized with the aid of the Western 
countries by the greatest possible increase in military economic potential, by the 
militarization of social life and a maximum decline in the standard of living of the 
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hinese workers. The ©) ry expenditures of China in 1979 exceeded 40 percent of 
the budget (third in the worid).' And although the author in his book touches upon 
the Military aspects of the policy of the Chinese leadership, it would be desirable 
to explore in greater det...) the role of the army in its plans. Certainly the 
Heijing leaders see in « trong and modernized army primarily an effective implement 
for dictating and imposing their will and policy on other countries and peoples. 

At the same time the army has been given the police functions of combating any mani- 
festations of dissatisfaction with the Maoist regime inside the country 


\n important fea * of the reviewed work is the comprehensive approach to analyzing 
the basic goals and directions of Chinese foreign policy. The author has focused 
close attention on disclosing its relations with the socialist, developing and capi- 
tulist powers. tle has convincingly proven the desire of Beijing to put the social- 
ist © wponwealth under its influence and endeavor to disrupt it from within, to com- 
plicate the relations of all the socialist countries with the USSR, to force them 
into “neutrality” in the clash between the PRC and the USSR, and then force then 
over to Chinese positions (p 419). Characteristically, in the 1980's, the Beijing 
leaders are planning an intensification of the confrontation with the USSR and a 
further fanning of anti-Soviet hysteria. 


The process of the transition of Beijing to the positions of imperialism (from its 

reserves to the rights of an ally) has been accompanied by specific actions on the 

part of the Chinese leadership both in the area of foreign and domestic policy. it 
has coordinated its actions with the U.S. rulers in providing help to the counter- 

revolutionary forces in Afghanistan, and in increasing tension in the relations be- 
tween the countries of Southeast Asia and other regions 


The Chinese leaders are endeavoring to put the developing countries of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America into opposition to the socialist commonwealth, to isolate them 
from the socialist states, and impose on them their formulas for economic develop- 
ment which ultimately will lead to backwardness and poverty. 


The Chinese leaders have resorted to various tactics for establishing rule over 
entire countries and peoples. in Southeast Asia, Beijing has endeavored to estab- 
lish friendly” relations with the ASEAN gember states (Thailand, Malaysia, Indo- 
nesia, Singapore and the Philippines), and create a “united front" with them. And 
particular hopes have been placed on the support of the almost 20 million "hua qiao,” 
the persons of Chinese origin living in these countries who have been assigned the 
role of a “fifth column.’ 


The reviewed work thoroughly examines the consistent, internationalist policy ot 

the CPSU and the Soviet government toward the Chinese people who previously re- 
ceived all-round aid from the Soviet Union It contains an appeal to the workers, 
to the progressive, democratic and revolutionary forces to vigilantiy defend their 
interests against the intrigues of the Beijing hegemonists The June (1980) Plenum 
of the CPSU Central Committee emphasized that at present “on an anti-Soviet basis 
hostile to the cause of peace, the aggressive circles of the West, and primarily the 
United States, are drawing closer to the Chinese leadership. The partnership of 


— — — — 
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imperialiom and Beijing NegeMoniem represents a new dangerous phenomenon in world 
politics which is dangerous for all mankind, including for the American and Chinese 


people " 
for this reason, the unmashing of the provocative and aggressive activities of the 
beijing leaders and the collective countermeasures of a1] the peace-loving forces 


vf the world should become an insurmountable obstacle for the Maoists and the other 
ifietigators of war 


COVPYR Tun "Vovenno-istoricheskiy thursal", 1980 
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BOOK REVIEW: WARTIME TANK MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES 


Moscow VOYENNO-TSTORICHESKIY CHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 75-76 


Review by Docent, Candidate of Technical Sciences, Engr-Col V. Zelenskiy, and 
Professor, Doctor of Military Sciences, Engr-Col P. Oreshkin of the book "I Snova 
v Boy” (And Back in Battle), by A. P. Shvebig, Voyenizdat, 1979, 176 pages) 


Text Voyenizdat has published a new book in the series "The Frontliners Relate." 
It thoroughly describes the organization of the tank engineer service of the units 
and formations, as well as the work of the specialists in repairing and rebuilding 
the combat and transport equipment. its author is Engr-Maj Gen A. P. Shvebig who 
headed the repair and rebuilding subunits and units from October 194] until the end 
of the war, holding the positions of deputy commander for technical affairs of a 
tank regiment, a brigade and a tank corps. He .caveled a difficult path of combat 
from Moscow to Berlin. 


Unfortunately, the designated subject up to the present has not been properly treat- 
ed in the other publications on the Great Patriotic War. The reader has been little 
informed of the unstinting labor and heroism of the humble war workers, the soidiers, 
sergeants and officers in the technical service who evacuated the hit and mailfunc- 
tioning combat vehicles from the battlefield, who rebuilt them close to the forward 
edge and returned them to battle, maintaining the high battleworthiness of the 
armored and mechanized troops. 


The author writes with great affection about these men who knew well and responsi- 
bly performed their job and their military duty. 


The reader's attention is drawn to the pages telling of the great mastery, resource 
fulness, boldness and inventiveness of the men in the repair and rebuilding subunits 
and units. In the “IT Uman', Order of Lenin, Red Banner and Order of Suvorov Guards 
Tank Corps’ alone during the war years the repairmen returned 5,450 tanks and self- 
propelled artillery mounts to battle as well as 9,550 motor vehicies (p 175). And a 
brigade of five repairmen of Guards Sr Sgt P. P. Medvedev which was part of the 
168th Guards Mobile Repair Base in 32 months of the war rebuilt 270 tanks (pp ‘6, 
168). 


ee — —— — — 


Prior to ll November 1944, the XVI Tank Corps. 





ity book alee describes the organization of the technical support for the tank units 
wid formations during Many crucial engagements of the Great Patriotic War, At the 
same time it is not devoid of shortcomings For cxample, it should have contained 
diagrams showing the places where the author, under field conditions, organized 

the repair and rebuilding of combat and transport equipment in the course of bat. 


ties ere there is not a single photograph of the best repairmen or of interest- 
‘ig episodes from the work and repair of the evacuation subunits on the battlefield, 
owing the difficult conditions of the wai There should have been more informa 


tion about the repairhen who rec eived orders and medals of the USSR, and their 
.ourige and heroism should have been described 


limloubtedly, the value of the publication would be greater if the author had told 
about the difficult jobs of the best known repairmen who were employed in the 
nutional economy after the war. As a whole the book, regardiess of these particu. 
lar shortcomings, will play a positive role in propagandicing the experience ac- 
quired during the years of the Great Patriotic War in the area of organizing and 
arrying out the reconstruction of combat and transport equipment in a combat situa- 
tion 


COPYRIGHT "Voyenno-istoricheskiy churnal’, 1980 
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BOOK REVIEW: SYRIAN DEFENSE MINISTER ON ARMED PORCES DEVELOPMENT 


Moscow VOYENNO-TSTORICHESKIY “HURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 76-78 


Review by Lt Gen V. Budakov of the book "Scientific and Technical Progress and the 
Development of the Armed Forces" by Mustafa Talas, Damascus, 1979) 


Text] At the present stage the revolutionary liberation process which was started 
by the Great October Socialist Revolution to an ever-greater degree is having a 
beneficial effect on the Asian, African and Latin American countries, raising their 
activeness and role in the overall course of world history. 


In his report "Great October and the Progress of Mankind," the General Secretary of 
the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 
Comrade L. |. Brezhnev emphasized: “It is exceptionally important that many lLiber- 
ated states have rejected the capitalist path of development and are setting as 
their goal the building of a society free of exploitation, and are orienting them- 
selves toward socialism.”' At present, on the ruins of the colonial system of im- 
perialism a large group of states has formed with a socialist orientation, and 
among them a prominent place is held by the Syrian Arab Republic. 


The experience of the intense revolutionary struggle of the exploited and suppressed 
peoples shows the reticence of imperialism to surrender the positions taken without 
a struggle. in endeavoring to maintain its presence in the developing and depend- 
ent states, it has employed all methods and means, including various military 
provocations and outright armed aggression. In this regard, in the countries 
where national liberation revolutions have occurred, from the very first days the 
question has arisen of protecting the states from internal counterrevolution and 
external aggression, and the elaboration of the theory and practice of military 
organizational deve lopment 


For the developing countries of very timely significance is the book published by 
the Syrian Minister of Defense, Doctor of Military Sciences, Corps Gen Mustafa Talas 
entitied "Scientific and Technical Progress and the Development of the Armed Forces," 
and which has been greeted with great interest in Syria. 


— — — —— 


'L. I. Brezhnev, "Aktual'nyye Voprosy Ideologisheskoy Raboty KPSS" (Urgent Ques- 
tions of CPSU ideological Work , Vol 2, Moscow, Politizdat, 1978, p 400 
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lhe book is devoted to the problem questions .f the area of military aftairs and 
characteristie for tutes on the noneapitall it path of development lt for the 

first time formulates the modern military doctrine of Syria, and the basic direc 
tions have been defined tor ine reasing the lofense mignet and Organ. cational de- 

velop ent of the artled tuorces 


in using rich faetual material and profound) Malyzing the milit doctrines of 
the leading capitalist countries, the author, using the eaample of Syria, shows how 
the ruling circles of the imperialist powers, and above all the United States, re- 
peatediy with Israeli aid have organited military provocations and initiated local 
wars against Syria and other Arab states Under these conditions, the further 
strengthening of the defense capability of the nation anu the defense of progressive 
Vietories against imperialist and cionist aggression, the boob emphasizes, can be 
Successfully carried out only with the necessary contingent of troops equipped with 
mxulern weapons and matericl and well trained on the oasis of advanced military set— 
ene 


In analyzing the content of military doctrine, M. ta@ias writes that military doc - 
trine in Syria is a doctrine of a peace-loving state following the path of progres- 
sive social development, a doctrine of the armed defense of the victories of the 
Syrian people, state interests, national sovereignty and independence of the 


eountry It condemns the aggressive, unjust reactionary wars and approves just, 
liberation, revolutionary wars The doctrine is based on the just goals of defend- 
ing the national independence of the state and ensuring the development of its 
soctety along a progressive pat! "We do not need the lands of others, we do not 
intend to wage aggressive war seize the territories of other states and expand 
our trontiers., ." writes the author ‘We also are on the side of the Arab peopie 
ff Palestine tn their struegle tor their national interests and for the creation of 
their own independent state, and are ready to give it fraternal aid in all matters” 
}’ . ‘ 
At the ~™ time. 4 is pointed out « the paw it the * the military Joctrine 
t Syria provides in the even! f awar, the conduct of active, decisive operations 
trom its very start ising the entire combat Might of the state and its armed forces. 
In ? oh a sp sl place has been given to the organizational development of the 
Syrian Armed Force< lt apha f that the turning of the army into a reliable 
ilwark for detending the \ turies of the revolution has been aided by specific 
measure in tne area of Misilary organizationas deveiopment. At present the Syrian 
Armed Forves conform to their purpose and are in a high state of combat readiness. 
Neverthciess, at the present stage of scientifi ind techni progress, a number of 
measures must be carried out aimed at improving the orer izational structure both 
is a whole for the armed forces as well as their individua. services. 
ine scientiti imi practical value of the book is increased y the fact that it 
widely analytes the experience f the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union, the 
Arab-Israeli wars of %° and i973, as well as the results of troop exercises and 
imcuvers This experience lay at the basis of working out the most important pro- 
vision f military art in terms of the conditions of the Near Last In criticizing 
bourgeois military art, the author emphasizes that th ourse of the hostilities 
in 19°3 showed that the actual use of the advanced achievements of Soviet military 
art made it possi! for us in a short period of time during the first stages of the 














wir CO gain superiority over the enemy and achieve a definite operational-strategic 
success" (p 309) 


In thoroughly analyzing the factors of scientific and technical progress, the author 
shows not only their natural influence on strategy, operational art and tactics, 

but also reviews the particular features of conducting combat operations in the 
local wars of the Near East under present-day conditions. 


In referring to the experience of the 1973 October War, M. Talas notes that this 
wir introduced a number of new aspects into the theory and practice of military art, 
first of all, the war affirmed that, regardless of the power of modern weapons, 
combat at present still continues to remain the most important means of defeating 
the enemy and achieving operational and strategic objectives. 


The mass use of both traditional as well as new highly effective weapons and mili- 
tary equipment by the sides in modern operations and the necessity of a rational 
combination of them require the creation of a grouping of men and equipment which 
would provide for a successful countering of the enemy in a complex and dynamic 
situation of modern combat or operation. 


In bringing out the content of the basic components of military art--strategy, 
operational art and tactics--the author comments that under present-day conditions, 
success and a high breakthrough rate against prepared defenses will largely depend 
upon the surprise of actions and the degree of fire neutralization of the enemy. 


\lso worthy of note are many conclusions on the breakthrough of heavily fortified 
positions and zones, on the necessity of the further development of airborne troops 
and the broader use of helicopters on the battlefield, the growing roie of the tank 
troops, air defense, cooperation between the various men and equipment in combined- 
arms combat and an operation. 


in speaking about the system of combat training for the personnel of the armed 
forces as omployed in Syria, M. Talas analyzes in detail the basic forms and 
methods of training and indoctrination, and on the basis of them, for the first 
time considering local conditions, the ways have been determined for increasing the 
effectiveness of the military pedagogical process 


The author views the questions of the moral-psychological training of the troops 
against a background of the intense nature of combat operations in the world and 
\rab-Isracli wars, commenting that the spiritual forces of an army and ali the 
people of a country are of enormous significance for the course and outcome of the 
war. Only its just nature generates in the people and the army enormous energy, 
high morale, mass heroism and self-sacrifice for the sake of defending the inde- 
pendence and territorial integrity of the motherland. 


However, firm moral -psychological conditioning, the book states, like the other 
military qualities essential for victory over 4a strong enemy, do not come about 
Spontaneously. This is achieved by the complex of military training, ideological 


and military indoctrination of the personnel, and by the entire way of army life. 


In the reviewed book, great attention is paid to the problem of troop contro) 
\ separate chapter is devoted to this important question, and it particularly 





oMmpnasite that the currying out Of SBStLrutlcgie, perulioneal and t ictical MiSSLONS by 
t his immed torce i inconceivable without firm, continuous, reli ible and flexible 
mtrol in referring to the eaperience of the 1975 Arab-lsrac!i War, the author 
using Specific examples has shown the necessity of further improving control on any 
troop ievel on the basis of the modet wchievements of science and technology, and 
hus outlined specific ways for solving this problem 
Li Nolusion it must be pointed it that M. Jalas has carried out extensive re- 
eareh, and has created a valuable ue usetul scientific work which will provide 
ubstuntial aid to the generals and officers of the Syrian Armed Forces in carry- 
ing out the practical missions of strengthening the combat might and readiness of 
the troups 


; 
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AVIATION ENGINEERING ACADEMY: 60TH ANNIVERSARY ARTICLE 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY Z2HURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Oct 80 pp 83-85 


[Article by Prof, Engr-Lt Gen A. Shtoda, deputy chief of the Air Force Engineering 
Academy imeni Prof N. Ye. Chukovskiy: "The 60th Anniversary of the Air Force En- 
gineering Academy imeni Prof N. Ye. Zhukovskiy") 


Text, One of the oldest military schools of the nation, the Order of Lenin and 
Order of the October Revolution, Red Banner Air Force Engineering Academy imeni 
Prof N. Ye. Zhukovskiy has celebrated its 60th anniversary. All its history is in- 
separably linked with the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution and to 
the rise and development of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


In 1920, during the days of celebrating the 50th anniversary of the scientific ac- 
tivities of the "father of Russian aviation," the prominent scientist and patriot 
of his motherland, Nikolay Yegorovich Zhukovskiy, the air technical school was 
transformed into the institute for engineers of the Red Air Force. The Revolution- 
ary Military Council of the Republic approved the charter of the institute on 

23 November 1920. Subsequently, after the renaming of the institute as the Air 
Force Academy imeni Prof N. Ye. chukovskiy, the day of 23 November was maintained 
as the "day of its founding." Prof N. Ye. Zhukovskiy was elected rector of the 
institute. 


The Central Party Archives of the Marxism-Leninism Institute has kept two documents 
Signed by V. I. Lenin on the providing of the necessary space for the Red Air Force 
Engineers Academy imeni N. Ye. Zhukovskiy.’ This is clear proof that V. I. Lenin 
took 4 personal part in creating the nation's first higher aviation school and in 
ensuring the conditions for its operation. 


it was considered advisable to locate the institute near the airfield at Khodynskoye 
Field, in the former Petrov Palace, renamed the Red Aviation Palace. 


in response to the concern of V. I. Lenin, the academy's collective addressed |\im in 
a letter: “We are firmly confident that the day will soon come when our red combat 
cagics will be equipped with technically advanced aircraft manufactured by the 
revolutionary proletariat from their own materials, under the leadership of their 
own engineers trained by the Air Force Academy.... Long live science and technology 
in the hands of the victorious proletariat.'? 
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The academy's contribution to the common cause of victory over the enemy was highly 
regarded by the motherland. By an Ukase of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet 
of 18 August 1945, the academy was awarded the Order of the Red Banner for outstand- 
ing Successes in the training of highly skilled personne]. Some 55 of its gradu- 
ates have been awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union. 


After the Great Patriotic War, the USSR Air Force entered a new stage of its de 
velopment. Soviet aviation became jet-powered and was equipped with modern mili- 
tary equipment, jet-propelled weapons, and advanced electronic and radio equipment. 
The academy was confronted with more complicated tasks. All its educational and 
Scientific research activities were reorganized in accord with the achievements of 
aviation science and technology. 


The main wealth of the academy lies in its faculty, including many doctors and 
candidates of sciences. In the academy active scientific and pedagogical activities 
are carried out by Corresponding Member of the USSR Academy of Sciences A. A. 
Krasovskiy, and the honored scientists and technicians of the RSFSR V. S. Pyshnov, 
P. 1. Kolomytsev, Yu. A. Kochetkov, Yu. N. Nechayev, V. A. Protopopov, V. I. 
Tikhonov and A. S. Vol'mir. 


The modern training facilities and the high skills of the faculty have made it 
possible for the academy to successfully carry out the task of engineer training 
for cosmonauts. Among its graduates are 14 USSR cosmonauts, including the first 
cosmonaut of our planet, Hero of the Soviet Union, Yu. A. Gagarin. 


For great achievements in the training of aviation personnel and for high indicators 
in military and political training, for the 110th anniversary of the birthday of 

V. I. Lenin, the academy was awarded a Lenin Diploma, and on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of the academy, the Order of the October Revolution, as well as 
orders of a number of socialist countries. 


At present, as in all the military schools of the nation, the days of the academy 
are filled with intense labor. The command, the political section, the party, 
Komsomol and trade union organizations are showing constant concern for the continu- 
ous improvement in the training process and bettering scientific research. 


The academy collective with great enthusiasm has greeted the decree of the June 
(1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. To mark the next 26th CPSU Congress 
with new successes in training-pedagogical, scientific research and political- 
indectrination work is the honorable duty of each officer and general, worker and 
employee of the academy. 


FOOTNOTES 

‘TsP\ IML Central Party Archives of the Marxism-Leninism Institute , folio 2, 

in 1, frle 20885, sheets *, § 

"SO Let Voyenno-Vordushnoy Inzhenernoy Ordena Lenina, Krasnoznamennoy Akademii 
imeni Professora \. Ye. chukovshogo"” (50 Years of the Order of Lenin, Red Banner 
\ar Force Engineering Academy imeni Prof \. Ye. chukovshiy , Moscow, Academy Pub- 
lishing House, 19°90, p 24. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON ARMY GENERAL KUROCHIKIN 


Moscow VOYENNO-ITSTORICHESKIY CHURNAL in Russian No 11, Nov 80 signed to press 
28 Uct 80 pp 90-92 


Article by Col P. Dunayev, member of the USSR Journalists Union: "Pages of a 
Great Life (On the Occasion of the 80th Birthday of Gen Arm P. A. Kurochkin)". 


Text I was speaking with Gen Arm Pavel Alekseyevich Kurochkin in his office. On 
the general's desk were the galleys of the next volume of "Velikaya Otechestvennaya 
Voyna v Fotografiyakh i Dokumentakh"” |The Great Patriotic War in Photographs and 
Documents and the scenario for a 20-part documentary film on the feat of the Soviet 
people on the front and in the rear. Pavel Alekseyevich is the chairman of the 
editorial board of the first work and the main military consultant for the second. 


"| happened to enter the war on the run," recalled the veteran. "On official busi- 
ness | was traveling from Chita to Orel. At Irkutsk a representative of the 
Irkutskaya party obkom hurriedly entered the compartment. ‘It is war, Pavel 
Alekseyevich,' he said. ‘Nazi Germany has attacked us. You have been ordered to 


’ ? 


leave the train and proceed to Moscow by airplane’. 


At the beginning of the war, Lt Gen P. A. Kurochkin directed t>> combat operations 
of the 20th Army the troops of which at Smolensk were conducting a mobile defense 
and making bold counterstrikes against the enemy. However the enemy succeeded in 
reaching the rear of the 20th and 16th (under the command of Lt Gen M. F. Lukin) 
armies, and close the ring of encirclement. Fighting fiercely against the enemy, 
these field forces broke out of the ring and retreated with the main forces beyond 
the Dnepr. The commander-in-chief of the Western sector, Mar SU S. K. Timoshenko 
at the end of July 1941 reported to Hq SHC on the combat operations of these armies: 
"In assessing the actions of Kurochkin and Lukin...against strong forces attacking 
fiercely in the aim of encircling and destroying our troops, and in massing great 
aviation over the battlefield, they must be given their due as heroes."’ 


Many stages in the biography of the motherland and its army are fully reflected in 


the life of Pavel Alekseyevich Kurochkin. le was born on 19 November 1900 in the 
Village of Gornevo in Smolenskaya Oblast. Pavel Kurochkin learned about work early 


—— — —— —— — —— 


‘'TsAMO SSSR Central Archives of the USSR Ministry of Defense , folio 246, inv. 
12928, file 2, sheets 282-285 





in his life, At the age of 13, his father sent him to St. Petersburg Initially 

he was « messenger boy in a confectionery shop, and later a worker in the steam 
engine repair shops The historic events of the October days of 1917 were imprinted 
forever in the memory of the young man. He participated in the storming of the 
Winter Palace and in the battles at Pulkovo and Gatchina. 


During the Civil War, Pavel Kurochkin as part of the 2d Separate Rifle Brigade 
fought in the north of Russia against the English and American interventionists. 

He was a telephone operator and messenger. After completing cavalry courses, he, 
now in the position of a platoon commander and then a squadron commander, partici- 
pated in the battles against the White Poles on the Western Front, and later in sup- 
pressing the Antonov bands. 


In 1920, he joined the party. -. A. Kurochkin devoted the peaceful prewar years to 
ucquiring knowledge and improving it. He completed the Higher Cavalry School o* 
the RKKMA Worker-leasant Red Army,, the Military Academy imeni M. V. Frunze and its 
advanced studies program, and the Military Academy of the General Staff. He com- 
manded « squadron and was the chief of staff of a brigade and cavalry division. 

In the middle of 1959, Pavel Alekseyevich was appointed the chief of staff of the 
[1 Cavalry Corps, and in the position of chief of staff of an army cavalry group 
participated in the liberation of the western oblast of the Ukraine. In battles 
against the White Finns, he was the commander of the XXVIII Rifle Corps. After 
this he commanded the First Army Troop Group, an army, and troops of the Transbaykal 
and Orel Military districts. 


On 25 August 1941, P. A. Kurochkin assumed command of the Northwestern Front. Pavel 
Alekseyevich recalled: "I must confess that during all my long years of service in 
the army and participating in three wars, I never encountered such difficult topo- 
graphical conditions as here in the Northwest. At that time we used to joke: ‘We 
are sent to the Northwest for disobeying our parents.' A person who has spent time 
in those places knows these infinite, magnificent forests, the endless swamps and 
bogs, the enormous lakes and the villages scattered and lost in the dense forests. 
There are very few roads and sectors suitable for the actions of iarge masses of 
troops.” 


And on 7 January 1942, the Northwestern Front in the area of Demyansk went over to 
the offensive and by 8 February had encircled six enemy divisions (around 95,000 
men). 


from 18 November 1942, P. A. Kurochkin in sequence commanded the llth and 34th 
armies, and on 23 June 1945 he again assumed command of the Northwestern Front, and 
after the breaking up of it was appointed to the position of first deputy commander 
of the First Ukrainian Front From 24 February 1944, he was the commander of the 
Second Belorussian Front, and from 15 April of the same year until the end of the 
war, the commander of the 60th Army 


Whatever position Pavel Alekseyevich Kurochkin held, he always set an example of 
courage, tenacity, and the ability to apply advanced experience of Soviet military 
art on the battlefield, and by his personal exarnie inspired his subordinates to 
successfully carry out the combat missions. This was the case, for example, dur- 
ing the L'vov-Sandomir Operation (13 July-29 August 1944). When the 322d Rifle 
Division of Maj Gen P. N. Lashchenko succeeded by the end of 15 July 1944 of driving 
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into the second enemy defensive cone and forming a breach to the south of holtov, 
subsequently called the holtov Corridor, the commander of the 60th Army immediately 
moved his forward command post there. Here he came under not only artillery and 
mortar firing, but also machine gun. 


“Tn the given instance it was primarily a question of carrying out a Mission on 
which enormous human effort and materials had been expended. Business first," re 
peated the general, "and then a feeling of self-preservation. Of course it would 
‘uve been simple to select another place for the forward command post, but when the 
soldiers and officers saw that the army commander, the generals and the staff offi- 
cers of the army were nearby, the feeling of responsibility, the moral state and 
spirit ot the troops became higher." 





Aside trom the L'vov-Sandomir Operation, Gen P. A. Kurochkin took an active part 
and directed the troops in such major operations as the Korsun'-Shevchenkovskiy 

(24 January-17 February 1944), Vistula-Oder (12 January-3 February 1945), and 
Morava-Ostrava (10 March-S May 1945). The last operation in which he participated 
wis the Prague (6-11 May 1945) carried out for the purpose of providing aid to the 
fraternal people of Czechoslovakia. For able leadership of the troops and for 
personal courage, Col Gen P. A. Kurochkin was given the title of Hero of the Soviet 
Union, 


After the war Pavel Alekseyevich served in command positions in the troops. In 

May 1954, he was appointed the chief of the Military Academy imeni M. \. Frunze 
where he carried out extensive organizational and educational work. Under the 
leadership of Gen Arm: P. A. Kurochkin, the scientific collective of the academy 

has worked out a number of major works on the theory of combined-arms combat. In 
i962, for great scientific and pedagogical activities he was given the academic 
title of professo:, and subsequently awarded the Prize imeni M. V. Frunze, and for 
participating in the creation of the movie epoch "The Great Patriotic War," the 
Lenin Prize. 

From September 1970, P. A. Kurochkin has been the military inspector-advisor for the 


Group of General Inspectors of the USSR Ministry of Defense. 


Communist Kurochkin has been a delegate to a number of CPSU congresses, a deputy of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet, the Moscow Soviet, and a member of the CPSU Leninskiy 
Raykom of Moscow. tle has been awarded four Orders of Lenin, the Order of the Octo- 
ber Revolution, four orders of the Red Banner, the Order of Suvorov First Degree, 
two orders of Kutuzov First Degree, the orders Honor Badge and for Service to the 
Motherland in the USSR Armed Forces Third begree, and many medais. Pavel Alekseye- 
Vich also has a number of orders and medals from the coustries of the socialist 
commonwealth. 


lo the question "What would you wish the youth?" the famous military leader replied: 


"Wholehearted service to the tatherland! People are often given various high 
tities But the most honorable is a defender of the motherland. For this reason 


— — — — — — — 


‘The rank of colone] general was awarded to P. A. Kurochkin on 28 August 1943, and 
army general on 9 May 1959. 
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POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION: GOMMANDER TRANSCAUCASUS MD 
Thiltei ZARYA VOSTOKA in Russtan 7 \ua & pp 2-3 


iArticle by Col Gen 0, Kullehev, commander of the Red Banner Tranecaucasua 
Military Dletrtet "A School of Patriotien, Collectiviem and Citizenship" |} 


[Text!) Party business frequently takes me to various labor collectives in the 
republic, where | talk with the people. Each time | hear words of praise about 
our fomer eoldiers, aw outstanding production workers, | get a feeling of epecial 
pride tor our army. Such gen are Nodari loganashvili, a foreman at the head 
enterprise of the “Mikrodvigatel’” association, Zaur Gvelesiani, an engineer at the 
Electric-Welding Lquipwent Plant imeni Paton in Thilisi, Teymuraz Gomelauri, 
assembiyman fitter at the "Mikrodvigatel'” plant, David Nozadge, fitter at the 
Machine-Tool Plant iment Kirov, and many others. 


Military service has left a profound impression in the awareness of these young 
people, visibly reflected in their character, habite and conduct. This is 
additional, c.ear confirmation of the statement made by Comrade L. |. Sreehnev at 
the 25th party congress: “The youth arrive in the family of soldiers,” he said, 
“lacking the schooling of life. However, they return from the army as individuals 
schooled in persistence and discipline, with technical and professional expertise 
and political training.” 


Right now, a8 we make preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress, we return again and 
again to the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Army. Article 31 of the 
Comsetitution of the USSR etates: “The Armed Forces of the USSR were created and 
compulsory s@ilitary duty was established for the purpose of protecting the 
scctotlat conquests, the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the state.” it is this great mission of the Soviet 
Army and Navy and their historic destiny, which constitute the sain factor 
permitting the Armed Forces of the USSR successfully to develop in the vouth the 
traite and qualities not only of the fighting aan but also of the citizen, the 
worker, the builder of the new soctety. 


Furthermore, the entire ailitary service, its entire rigid structure and the 
intensive combat (raining process--drills, classes and exercises, flight and 
ruises, wabat watch, che eervicing and emplovment of the latest equipment and 
weapons inetill in the individual good morale, fighting efficiency and soral 
qualittes. 
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